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TotheRzavDas. 


E pleaſed to under- 

ſtand, that for a- 
—_— not a few faults 
eſcaped m the firſt Editi- 
on of the T reatiſe tou- 
ching T he Diviſion of 
the Engliſh and Ro- 
miſh Church , upon 
the Reformation, the 

| Printer intended a ſe- 


cond, [n order: to which, 
A} the 


gg _—— 


up to him with ſome ex- 
m_ Additionalls; 

ut other more neceſſary 
imployments intervening 
eauſed him to lay it a- 


fide;and when I thought | 


he had forgotten it, and 
was willing he ſhould doe 
fo, he lets me know be 


had reprinted ſome ſheets | 
of it. T1 did not like he | 


ſhould after - almoſt two 
years ſuppreſsion, ſend it 


abroad with no more ad- 


wantage : it came there- ' 


fore 


To the Reader. \ "IT 


fore into my minde' to 


draw up the Caſe into a 
more compendious and 
| methodicall Diſcourſe, 
and to adde the other 
part of the (aſe, as it 
nds betweene u1 and 
| thoſe that have divided 
from us, flill making re- 
| ferences to the hike points 
| and paſſages as they lye | 
| feattered in the TWo 
T reatiſes before printed: 
Thu of the Diviſion, 
| Cc. and that other of 
Certain conſiderations 


Az tou- 


i © aK@rTn 
roxching thu Church. 
What uu here done, us 
intended, and according - 
ly contrived (with ſuch | 
brevity and plainneſſe,as | 
the Cauſe would well per- 
mit) for ſatizfattion of | 
thoſe, who, not acquain- | 
ted with large ( ontro. 
verſres, are ready tore. ., 
ceive the inſtruttion gi- 
ven them, and bemg 
full in the Unity and 
Communion of thu Chu: \ 
are willing to continue 
therein, notwith/landing 


the 


___TotheReader. 
the Temptations on both 
fdes ; or elſe following 
the ſeduftion of the one 
| fade oy the other (Ro- 
miſh or Sectarian) in 
| the ſimplicity of their 
hearts, are not unwilling 
| toreturn upon diſcovery 
of the Error, and danger 
|» of their Way. ch 
that they may ſee, 1 pray 
od in time to open their 
Yes, 


Errata, 


ohe four firft generall Coun. | 


= I 


cels, p.31,l, 20, for C 
adwgc, cr. ad alwayer, p. 


W 
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ERRATA. 


rs Article, P.54-1-6- for of 
r, 0, p. 87, ult, for preſer- 


. ving. provening p.114.16; 


or r, under. 
vilting, p. 122- |, 25. for 


f | know r. hnew, p.126.1.11, 


for that may r.thas they map, 


brift | pa29-1.25. for bb r, their, 


P.136.1.15. for the old Pros 


45-127. after yet,adde they | phet r, old Prophets, p.144, 


think. p.49: 1.13. for A# 
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7D (SUE GOGSLE (þ Tm eſtweſe hn enw a 


A Compendious Diſcourſe upon 

the caſe,as 1t ſtands between the 
| Church of England and of 
Rome ox the one ſide; And 
again, betweew the ſame— 
Church of England, and thoſe, 
who have divided fromit, on 
the other. 


wm Need not pre- F, 1, 
SE miſe any thing The 
Al for diſtinguiſh- x 
ing the three ; 
Parties concer- 
ned in this caſe, 
3 Ihecy are too 
much'at odds, 
and their differences too many and 
notorious ; yet leſt there be a miſtake 
in Names, (becauſe all the Sets in 
this Nation call themſelves Churches, 
and Churches of England) therefore 
by the Church of England is under- 
ſtood the Church of Chriſt in this 
B Land 


It holds 
the truth 
berween 
Kornaniſty 
and geta» 


rics. 


The Caſe between the Charch 


Larld eſtabliſhed upon the Reforma- 
tion, holding out her Do&rine and 
Government in the 39. Articles, her 
Liturgy and Publick Divine Service 
in the Book of Common-Prayer : 


and all thoſe are called SeRaries, and | 


are proved [o to be, who (of what 
gm ſoever) have departed 
om, or refuſed to hold communion 
with this Church upoa diſlike of 
Doctrine, Government, Liturpy , 
Rites and Ceremonies, or any of 
theſe, | 
The Church of England, ſtanding 
thus between the Chuttch of Rome on 
the one hand, and the aforeſaid 
Secs, which have divided from it on 
the other hand,is challenged, and af- 
ſaulred by both, put now to defend 
it ſelf againſt both. Which brings to 
mind the, Device of ſome Romanſt, 
who to make himſelf merry, has pi- 
Qured an Engliſh Proteſtant ſtanding 
between a Papiſt and an Indepen- 
dent , borrowing Arguments and 
Reaſons from the One, to oppoſe or 
anſwer the Other : Againſt the Pa- 
piſts he muſt plead (as do all SeAa- 
ries) Inviſibility of the Church,Scri- 
prure 


of E ngland and Rome, &c, 
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pture alone, Liberty of private judg- 
ment : againſt other Sefts he mult 
help himſelf by urging (as do the Pa 
piſts) the viſible condition of the 
Church, the Authority of it, Catho- 
lick Tradition and Prafice, and the 
Succeſſion of Biſhops and Paſtors. 
Well, the Remaniſts may thus ſeem. 
inply .pleaſe themſelves, but indeed 
This of all other Reformed Churches 
has been, and is, by reaſon of its 
moſt regular Reformation, their 
great eye-ſore and heart-forrow. 
And the Engliſh Proteſtant, or obe- 
dient Son of the Church of England, 
as he is well ſet between a Papsſt and 
Seftarie , as between two Extremes, 
fo he onely is able to ſtand againſt 
the oppoſitign or pretenſions of 
both ; for if we examine the falſe 
Grounds and deceiving Principles of 
Both , as to this point of the Conſtt- 
rution, Government, and Commu- 
nion of the Church : we ſhall clear- 
ly fee the Truth lyes io the midiſt 
between both , and the Church of 
ENGLAND holds and main- 
tains it, To give ſome Inſtan- 


1, The 


ces. 
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The Caſe between the Church 


S. If. 
Firſt irs 
ſtancein 


L. The Church of Chriſt accord- 
ins to the Article of our Beliefe is 


Holy and One, Holy, Catholick, The Romanifts 
Catholick. ryn away with the name Catholich, 


appropriating it to themſelves, and 
every SeR with the title Holy, hold- 


——— T_T 


ing themſelves the only Congregati- | 
ons of Saints. And as the Romaniſts | 


enforce the name (athelick_ to the 
prejudice of the Title Holy, admit- 
ting no Church co be Catholick,that 
will not defile it ſelf with their errors 
and corruptions: So SeRaries, under 
pretence of advancing Helineſſe, and 
purity, and of gathering a Holy 
Church, and aſſembly of known 
Saints, overthrow the Catholich , 
and draw the Church of Chriſt into a 
corner, confining it to their own 
SeR or perſwaſion. Now. ſee the 
Church of England in the midſt ; 
which by a moſt regular and warran- 
table Reformation had reſpeR to 
both, and in relation to the title Ho- 
ly,provided for parity of Dottrine and 
worſhip ſo, that there can be no juſt 
complaint of Errors retained,and for 
purity of life, by coercion of Ecclefia- 
ſicall cenſure ſo, that no ſcandalous 
or 


of E neland and Rome,crd, 


or notorious offender ſhould be fut- 
fered. Soin relation to the title Ca- 
thelick, this Church did retain (asfor 
Belief, ſo for praRtice) whatever had 
that ſtamp of Conſent of all Ages up- 
on it; not confining the Church of 
Chriſt within the bounds of her per- 
ſwaſion, bur leaving it ſtil Catholick, 
and communicable to all ſuch Chri- 
ſtan Aſſemblies, as doe not wilfully 
cut themſelves off, but are careful, {o 
far as they have means, to hold the 
Unity of faith, with the bond of cha- 
rity : which is neceſſary for preſer- 
ving that one body, which 1s the 
Church, Eph.4.4. 13.16. 

IT. As for ( atholickor Univerſal | 


Prattice or Tradition, which ſtaads «<+.c; an 
in the conſent of all the Churches in * $34:190 


all Nations and Apes fince the Apo- 
ſtles, as Seftaries wave it altogether, 
as wholly contrary to their Noveity, 
ſo Papiſts pretend it onely, reducing 
it into the teſtimony of their preſcar 
Church, and cannot truly give Ca- 
tholick Tradition for any point of 
their faith and worſhip,wherein they 
differ from us. But the Church of 
England, in the midſt between both, 
B 2 de- 


Sn dertyin onely the Romi/ſ Tradition, | 


whick brings not down any part of 
their Faith or Worſhip through all 
Apes from the Apoſtles, admits ef 
the erne Catholick Tradition or Pra- 
Rice, and yields due Authority to it: 
the force of it reſting upon common 
ſenſe and reaſon (which is in every 
man, and which he muſt forſake that 
denies the Witnes of ſuch Tradition) | 
ix being not poſlible, that all the 
Chriſtian Churches, which began in | 
and about the Apoſtolical Times,and | 
ſo ſucceeded through all Nations and | 
Apes, ſhould be either deceived in | 
what they unanimouſly witneſſed, or *' 
agree all of them to deceive thoſe - 

that followed them. Whereas the te- | 
{timony of the Komiſs Church, being | 
bur part of the Catholick,, and polli- 
bly over-ruled with ſome prevailing 
Fattion, cannot convince upon any | 
ſuch common notion of humane rea- 
ſon; but muſt firkt prove it ſelfe ro be 
the onely Church,and infallible. And ' 
ſeeing it is forced to ſeek ſuch proofe 
by witneſſe of Scripture, they plainly 
run in a Circle from the teftimony of 
their Church to the receiving or 
proving 


| of England and Rome, ec. 


7 
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proving of Scripture to be the Word _ 


of God, and back again from the 
Witneſle of Scripture to prove their 
Church ; But (atholick, or Univerſal 
Tradition brings down Scripture to 
the Conviction of Heathers or Jews, 
that will but uſe their common ſenſe 
and reaſon : that diſcovery, which 
Scripture makes of it ſelfe by light 
from the innate qualities, and inter- 
nal Arguments relucent in it, comes 
afcer, and appeares to them onely, 
that having entertained it upon the 
former Witnes of Catholike Tradi- 
tion, are verſed in it. So by this Wit- 
nes of Catholick PraRtice in obſer- 
ving the Lords day, Eaſter day, Epi- 
ſcopal Government throughout the 
Church from the Apoſtles time, we 
are aſſured that ſuch paſſages of 
Scripture, as concern any of theſe 
doe (hew the Beginnings of the ſaid 
PraRices: and the Church of Eng- 
land, as it received at firſt and ever 
fince obſerved the fore-mentioned 
particulars, ſo it commands in gene- 
rall, due reſpe& and adhzſion to that 
ſenſe of Scripture, which comes down 
by ſuch univerſall conſent. 

B 4 III, 


The Caſe between the Church 


In the viſi Ii I. Whereas the condition of 


the Church according to ſeverall re. 


dition of ſpes admits the diſtinRtion of Y:/- 
cheChurch ,, nd Invifible,the Romaniſts beare 


themſelves too much upon the one 
extreme, and the SeRaries upon the 
Other : the firſt will have ſuch a vs- 
ſible flouriſhing condition of it, as is 
inconſiſtent with that ſtate, which 
theChurch of Chriſt has and may fall 
into, and prejudiciall (as by them 
pretended) to all juit Reformation, 
and profeſlion of Truth, which more 
neerly concerns the life and ſoul of 
th? Church; and the more jnvifble 
perfe&ttonof the members thereof. 
And therfore they pleaſe themſelves 
with the outward garb and face of 
their Church, and will have it tryed 
by the conſpicuous Eminency of it, 
(as T7.1 c-12.) rather than by truth 
and purity of docrine. SeRaries 
on the other extreme bear them- 
ſelves too much upon the 1nvi/eble 
condition of the Church, which 
ſtands in thoſe inward qualifications 
of true faith and ſanfRtification, re- 
quiſfite to make a true and lively 
member of Chriſts myſtical Body : fo 
that 


of England and Reme,&c, 


that in the purſuit thereof, and in 
pretence of © gathering Churches 
conſiſting of ſuch members onely 

they diſſipate the viſible Church of 
Chriſt,and diſſolve the Government 
he has ſetled in it. 

Bur every true Eg/; Proteſtant ' 
acknowled2es the Church of Chriſt 
isa viſible fociety of Believers, or of ' 
Profeſſors of the Chriſtian: Faith , 
(of whom ſome are effectually cal- 
led, true and lively members, but thar 
1s 3nviſeble, others not-yet advanced 
beyond the externall calling or pro- 
feffion) a ſociety, I ſay, of ſuch Pro- 
feſſors, under ſuch a Repiment or 
Government left by Chriſt and his -- 
Apoſtles : and left to this purpoſe,to 
keep all in unity, and to advance 
thoſe, that are admitred in the wi/66/z 
Church ro the meanes of Salvation, 
unto a reall and effeRual} part:apa- 
tion of Grace and Union withChrilt,- 
as lively Members of his body, Eph. 
c.4.1112,13.16. And therefore ait 
Chriſtians are bound -to yeeld obedi- 
ence to the lawfall Paſtors and Go- 
vernors of that 7iſb/e Church 
whereof they are Members. 

q D ) All. 
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The Art's 
elec touchs 


the 


Ad! this we profeſſe in that Article 
of our Creed touching the Church ; 


Church. foralbeic that 5#v4ſble condition of 


true Faith and Sanity be the high- 
eſt concernment and qualification of 
a Member of Chriſts Church, and 
the attaining to that condition be 
the hope and aime of every good 
Chriſtian in the Viſible Church, and 
therefore the chiefeſt thing in the 


profeſſion of that Article, (viz. a 


Communion of ſuch true Believers, 
Saints, and Members of Chriſt) yer 
becauſe the adminiſtrations of the 
viſoble Church tend qumay roi unto 
that end, and he that cuts himſelf off 
from the communion of the vif1e 
Church, bereaves himſelf neceſſarily 
of the means to be advanced to that 
invsfible condition; therefore he that 
profeſſech this Article, ſayes be be- 
lieves Chriſt alwayes has his vi{ble 
Church, which may be found, in 
which ſuch Meanes and Adminiſtra- 
tions may be had, and that he yields 
obedience to the Paſtors and Gover- 
=_ ſet in it to that end and pur- 


pole. 
IV. Asthe Romanilts pretend to 
an 


of England and Romeo c, 


an infallible aſſiſtance of Gods*Spi- 
rit bound to St, Pereys Chair; fo 
have Seftaries their confidence of the 
ſpeciall guidance of the ſame Spirit. 


And if we ſer the vanity of the one,, ,,. 


againſt the other, we may find as p 
much ſemblance of Reaſon from 


thoſe places of Scripture, which Se- udgment. 


aries alledge for every true Belie- 
yer ſo inſpired and direed, as from 
thoſe places the Romaniſts alledge 
for the Papal Infallibility, of which 
Tr.1.c.27. Both theſe pretences are 
the very bane of the Unity of the 
Church: R»miſh Infallibility rendring 
that Church incorrigible,and ſ:rting 
it beyond all bounds of accord with 
other Chriſtians,that deſiring Refor- 
mation, will not be ſatisfied or put 
off with that pretended priviledpe : 
and the Pretence of Seftarirs, rene 
dring Paſtors and Teachers in the 
Church uſelefſe , or at leaſt weak- 
ning the obedience Cue ro them, puts 
it into the power of every one, that 
will fancy himſelfe a true Behever , 
and puided by fuch atbſtance,to be a 
Reformer, and to break the Church 
in pieces. 

In 


I.2 


The Caſe between the Church 


 Tnzbe Charch of England no fach 


pretence, either of Infallibility in the 
Governours, or of Private Judgment 
in any againſt their Governours; but 
ſuch Authority of Governours and 
Paſtors lawfully conſtituted, as is be- 
yond. Appeal, (fave to a Generall 
Council fitting) and competent to 
determine and define in all Cauſes, 
and to ſtop the mouth of the gain- 
fayer, and bind under Eccleſiaſtical 
Cenſures. The ancient Church prc- 
rended to no more, had no other 
way, or means of preſerving Unity ; 
as ſaid TYeat.1.c.13. 

When we ask of Thoſe, that diſ- 
ſent from this Church, in following 


their own fenſe or interpretation of 


Scripture, z/bo. ſba/! judge ? The Pa- 
piſts think we then come into their 
Road, and oppoſe their.Ples to our 
SeRaries; Burt we are ſtill in the midſt 
berween them : Not eſtabliſhing a 
Papal Infallible Judge, nor allowin 
Private Judgment to ſand anion 
the Publick : Not calling ther to be 
tryed at Rowe, as if that Church 
ſhould judge for all , but ro ſubmit 
t9 the Publick Judgment of this Na+ 
tional 
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tional Church, of which they were 
Members, and in which there is ſuch 
power (as is faid) of judging for 0- 
thers,and of cenſuring or binding the 
obſtinate Gainſayers,as Trear.2.c.1. 
##.36. 

If it be objeRted, There was ſuch 
Authority in the Governours of this 
Church before Reformation , how 
then could Private Judgement take 
place againſt them, to introduce the 
Reformation ? 

We anſwer, It is poſlible there 
may be cauſe of diſſenting from- the 
chiefe Governours of the Church, 
and that Reformation may take its 
firſt riſe ffom Private Judgement, as 
Tr.1.c.9.. but then to be managed 
with all peaceable moderation and 
fubjeRion , as is there ſhewn, and 
more largely, Tr.2.c. 1+ Now whe- 
ther our Reformation took riſe from 
ſome private judgement intimated to 
them in Authority, or from the 1m- 
mediate inclination and judgment of 
thoſe that had the Authority, it is 
not mareriall, ſeeing all was car- 
ryed peaceably, and the work done 
not againſt , but by chofe that _ 

l 
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' the chiefe Governours in the 
Church. 

In the cue Y, As for that due Subordination 
ſubore'"" of Paſtors and Governours in the 
ftorsand Church, ſeen and fer forth in the true 
Cove ancient Epiſcopal Government, it is 

wronged on both ſides. The firſt in- 
vaſion was made upon it by Papal 
uſurpation, under the title of Vn1- 
verſal Biſhop or Paſtor, which in the 
judgement of Gregory the firlt, is to 
make him in effect the onely Biſhop, 
and all others but his Miniſters, as 
the ſame Gregory Ceclared againſt 
ohn of Conſtaminople, afteCting that 
Intle, and cleared himſelfe and his 
Predeceſſors from aſſuming it to 
themſelves. Burt it was not long ere 
his Succeſſors challenged and obtai- 
ned ir, and ever lince have uſed it to 
the vaſſalage of Chriſtian Biſhops, 
where they will ſuffer themſelves to 
be ſo abeſed, On the other ſide, eve- 
ry Sett riſen in theſe dayes, bas lift 
up a hand to pull down that office 
and power, making ſpoil of the 
Means and Maintenance thereunto 
belonging. The Church of England 
in her Reformation did according to 
the 


| 
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the Univerſall Practice of «he 
Church, retain the Epiſcopal Go- 
vernment, vindicating it from Papal 
Uſurpation ; and is now put to de- 
fend it againſt che invaſion of all 
other Sets, which therefore ſtand 
convinced of down-right Schiſme ; 
as will appear below. | have the lon- 
ger ſtayed upon theſe Inſtances, be- 
cauſe they doe much read to the 
clearing of the buſiaeſſe in hand. 
Now more particularly to the Caſe, 
which is thus in generall reſolved. 


The ue Proeftant — of (5: WM. 
ENGLAND &4 wnjauſtly *&olution 
charged with Schiſme by the -_— 
Rom A N, for that Diviſoon 
which followed between them up- 
on the Reformation : Bus does 
juſtly charge al other Set; with 
Schilme , which have divided 
from it, ſince that Reformation. | 


There are three words to ſpeak of. _ 
here by way of Explication, 1. N#s- Church. 4 
rtiowal Church ; for we have often 
ſpoken in the Treatiſes, and (till ſhall 
ſpeak of the Church of England a 
© 
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Reformas 
tion Pubs 


lick or Pr+ 


yate. + 


of Y Nationall Charch. Thatthere? 
fore is to be accounted a Nationall 
Church, which has in it the whole 
ſubordination of Church govern- 
ments, (as the third Councel of 
Carth. Can.2. Provincie que primat 
ſedes habent) viz. One Primate,witlr 
ſeverall Biſhops, Prieſts and Dea- 
cons: Whether the extent of it be 
bounded with the Limits of the Na- 
tion, or according to the Precints 
appointed by the Ancient Councils, 
or the Supreme Civil Power, Every 
Congregation, nay every Houle may 
bear the name of a Church, (che 
Church in their þ uſe, Rom. 16.5.) 
bat as part onely of, and in ſubordi- 
n#tion to the National Church, So 
the Churches of Epheſus, Rome, Co- 
1imth,upon the firſt planting of Chri- 
ſtianity in theſe Cities, began in a 
fingular Congrepation, bur being in- 
horged to a due fulnefle, had every 
of them the exerciſe (or practiſe) of 
that whole ſubordination- of power 
and Government. 

IT. For the word Reformation. We 
muſt diftmguiſh between that which 
is Pablickor Nationall, the reforma- 
ton 
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tion of a whole Charch,in forbidding 
and caſting out errors or Corrupti- 
ons in beliefe or practice, and that 
which is Private or particular , the 
Reformation of a mans ſelf, in not 
admitting or ceaſing to profeſſe Er- 
rors prevailing or impoſed by the 
Church, of which he is a Member,or 
in which he was baptized and Educa- 
ted : upon which Reforming of him- 
ſelfe may follow a dividing from that 
Church by Excommunication, Or at 
leaſt by Nom communion. 

II. Touching the words Schi/me, 
or dividing of Communion, we muſt 
diſtinguiſh 17a! nn-communion, Or 
want of Actual Communion with a 
Church, from Schiſme or the guile 
of Schiſme. The firit, which is wane 
of Actual communion may happen 
between ewo Nationall Churches dif- 
agreeing in ſome practiſes , and that 
diſagreement followed with too 
much heat, (as Tr.1.c.17,18.) and 
ſometimes berween a Church and 
particular Members of it, through 
miſ-informations, paſſion, exaſpera- 
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Actual 
Nonecom . 
munon., 


tions : Eut Schiſme is a wilfull (5.6. Schifice, 


voluntary, cauſles,) dividing or fe- 
parating 
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< parating from thoſe we ought to 
hold Communion with. And as be- 
fore ſaid of Non-communion, ſo ob- 

ſerve that the guilt of Schi/me ma 
fall either upon a Nationall Church 
cauſleſly dividing from , or refuſing 
to hold communion with other 
Difference Churches : or elſe upon the Mem- 
—_ bers and parts of a National Church, 
parties be» withdrawing their obedience from 
mk, their lawfull Paſtors or Governours, 
and dividing from them and the 
CE under them : ſetting 
up a diftint communion, or joyning 


up, The caſe berween the C hurches 
of E- gland, and of Rowe ſtands ac- 
cording to the firſt conſideration 
of Schiſme, as it falls between two 
Nationall Churches ; and if the divi- 
ſion,which followed upon the Refor- 
mation,muſi be call'd Scbiſms we ſhall 
ſee in examining the cauſe of our Re- 
formation, that the guilt of it falls on 
them, not us ; But the caſe between 
the Church of England and other 
Seas, which have drvided from it, 
ſtands according to the ſecond conſi- 
deration of $-hi/m, between a Na- 

tionall 


themſelves to any ſuch, elſewhere ſer 
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tionall Church and the Members © 
thereof, Which dividing from it ſtand 
| guilty of the higheſt degree of diſo- 
ience untq their Governours,and 
the higheſt breach of Charity both 
towards their Governours and alſo 
| all the people of God continuing in 
| obedience to, and Communion with 
| them. 
| Laſtly, there are degrees in the Difference 
height and guilt of Schiſm. A Schiſms, "7,986 
by a bare receſs from the Communi- 
on of an eſtabliſhed Church, ſerring 
up a diſtin& Communion from it, bur 
leaving it in its own condition and 
eſtabliſhment, pretending only to 
private or -# hr wan Frogp Such 
was the Schiſm of former Separa- 
tst;, whileſt this Church ſtood free 
from violence ; They went their way, 
and it remained where it was. This 
incurrs the guile aforeſaid of high 
diſubedience and breach of Charity : 
but not in ſo high a degree as that 
which followes. A Schi/w, that not 
only divides from che Communion, 
but alſo offers violence to the de- 
ftruction of the Church , pulls down 
what w3s, not only perſons and Go« 
vernours, 
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verfiours, to ſet themſelves in their 
places, but alſo the form and govern- 
ment it ſelfe , ro ſet uptheir own in 
ſtead of it. This is higher and farther | 
than ever any of the Ancient Schi/- 
matikes went, which changed not the 
form of Government alwayes uſed 
in the Church : and this will be con- 
ſiderable in the violence of our mo- 
dern Schiſm. Burt before we charge 
them according to the premiſes, let 
us clear the Caſe as it ſtands between 
the Church of England, and that of 
Rome,charging us with Schi/ſme upon 
the Reformation. 
6&.1IV. Our Defencein generall comes to 
QurDes this(as it was touched T7.1.c.4.5,6.) 
gainſt the This Church had Cawfe for ſuch Re. 
Eburch of formation,and Authority for the do. 
" ing it : ſufficient both. For when 
ſuch Errors prevail in a Church, and 
come to ſuch genera!l practice, it is 
high time by due Reformation to caſt 
them out : and when they are in Au- 
thority be convinced and doe ir,then 
"RE —_ gp juſt and lawfull. 
uſt cauſe ifſt, there was ſufficient Cauſe b 
-—+——_- reaſon of Error = corruption / 
behef and Worſhip, ſuch as we could 


not 
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not continue in without groſs din” 
bling and wrong to our conſciences 
and Gods honour, The truth and e. 
videtice of this ſtands upon the exa- 
mination of thoſe doQrines touching 
Faith and Worſhip, wherewith the 
Engliſh Church was generally tain- 
ted according to the Remiſs infeQi. 
on. The tryall whereof was in part 
made, 7r.1.c.30. to ſhew that the 
points, wherein they and we differ, 
cannot be (as they would impoſe up- 
on the world) Catholick doftrines, 
s, e. the belicfe and practice of the 
Church in all ages ſince the Apoſtles, 
or as S.7wde, ver.z. calls it, the faith 
once delryered. 
Bur farther, to the end that they, 
which cannot examine all the Rons/B 
docrines,whether they beCatholick, 
or profeſſed in all Ages, may briefly 
nd more neer at hand ſee ſo far into 
that Church, as to perceive it is not 
ſuch a Church, that they,who have 
means to know better, can ſafely or 
conſcionably communicate, with:We ,,.  .. 
will make a brief trya!l or eſtimate Church as 
of a Church, by the Faith, Worſrip, ** * _ 
Sacramexts profeſled , vraticed will 


co 
» 0n with it 


ad- 
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adminiſtred therein; for theſe the 
Romaniſts will not deny to belong 
immediately to the conſtitution of 
the Church : and therefore fit to 
give us diretion for bolding, or not 
holding Communion. 

As for example , If we finde any 
Church or Congregation of Men, 
calling themſelves Chriſtians, deny 
diretly and peremptoriiy any Arti- 
cle of the Creed or Behef,into which 
all Chriſtians are baptized, as pro- 
feſſed Arrians and Socinians doe ; 
it is evident their Error is immediate. 
ly againſt the foundation : they doe 
not deſerve the name of Chriſtian 
Churches. We doe not fo charge the 
Church of Rome. But albeit ſhe holds 
the Foundation, yet finde we ber ſu- 
perſtruRures, in no leſs matters than 
of Faith and Worſhip, to be ſuch as 
the Feundation will not lafely bear, 
nor any good Chriſtian (coming to 
the knowledge of them) conſciona- 
bly endure, For when any Church 
propounds any thing , as matter of 
Faith & Worſhip without maniſeſt- 
ing the truth thereof to mens conſci- 


ences by clear conſequence from 
tho ve 
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thoſe primeFundamentals into which 
are baprized, or from Scripture 


it ſelfe : it is intolerable. For this A neceſſas 
Rule is juſt and reaſonable ; Whate- *? ——_ 


ver the Church propounds ſo to be 
believed and practiced, it ſtands 
bound fo to manifeſt the ſame: elſe 
it (ets it ſelfe in Gods ſtead, raking 
an immediate dominion over mens 
faith and conſciences ; but in all other 
things, which the Church propounds 
and enjoynes, as matters of Order, 
Ceremony, Ciſcipline, for the more 
ſignificant profefſion of that Faith, 
or the more decent performance of 
that Worſhip, every Member of the 
Church is to obey, or to bring as 
expreſſe warrant from Gods word a- 

inſt che particular he refuſes to 
oe, as the command is expreſle, 
which binds tim to obey thoſe that 
are over him in the Lord. Were this 
Rule well held to, there would have 
been more peace in the Church. Ir 
was. neceſlary for peaceable ſubjeti- 
on, Tr.2.c.1. will be uſeful below a- 
gainſt thoſe that cauſeleſly divide 
from this Church. And as to the 
preſent Caſe , we did not quarrell 
at 
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at the Church of Rome for matters of 
Rite, Order or the like, but of Faith 
and Worſhip. The ſaperadded Arti- 
cles being ſo farre from a manifeſta- 
tion by clear conſequence as above 
ſaid, that they proved clearly incon- 

ſiſtent with the Word : and the wor- 

ſhip then in a» wnkxzown rongue a- 

gainſt the Apoſtle plainly, 1.C 07.14, 

againſt the reaſon of a reaſonable ſer- 

ving of God : beſide that Worſhip 

which was given to mages again(t 
the expreſs words of the ſecond com- 

mandment. 

Laſtly, examine a Church by the 
Sacraments in it adminiſtred: Thoſe 
ewo,which confeſledly are of Chriſts 
appointment. Where we finde the 
Cupdenyed to the Cummunicants, 
we ſee a dire breach of Inſticution, 
a defrauding the People of God of 
that of the Sacrament which 
affords and makes them partakers of 
Chriſts blood-ſhed, alſo where we 
finde a daily propitiatory Sacrifice 
eſtabliſhed, we plainly ſee a deprava- 
tion of the Sacrament, and a deroga- 
tion to the One oblation upon the 
Croſs, Thus to fay nothing of Pri- 

mitive 


| 
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mitive Antiquity : it is cleer to Every 

one that ſees any thing , there is juſt 
Cauſe of Reformation, where ſuch 
Errors and Corruptions have pre- 
vailed, and of ceaſing to communi- 
cate (at leaſt as to thoſe Errors and 
Practiſes) with that Church which 
will not (being admoniſhed) reform 
them : ſo that if the Queſtion be pur 
toany man, whether he will be of 
the Englif- Church, as it was cor- 
rupted together with the Romi/h, or 
as it was after reformed? it amourits 
to this : Whether he would be a ſick 
and diſeaſed man, or whole and 
healthfull> Whether keep compa» 
ny with perſons infefted, or with 
thoſe that are cleare and ſound ? 

The choice is eafie toa man in his 
wits. 

But to caſt thoſe Errors and Cor- , 1, 
ruptions out of a Church, by pub- 148 ang 
lick Reformation, 15 required Sf. tions 
cient Authority. That allo was not for publick 
here wanting, both the Civil and =———_— 
| the Eccleſiaſticall, Both theſe were 
| ſeen in the Ancient lawful Synods, 
gathered and held for the ſame pur- 


poſe of Reformation. And there- 
fore 


© 


a 
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forSev ery Nationall Church, having 


within it ſelf, the whole ſubordinati- 
on of Eccleſiaſticall Power or Go- 
vernment, (the Permiſſion and Au- 
thority of the Supreme Civill Power 
concurring) may reform it ſelf, 5. e. 
make a publick nationall Reforma- 
tion. The Antient Council of Arles 
in France, the ſeverall Councils of 
Carthage in Africa, of Toledo in 
Spaine, did ſo; and that not onely 
in matters of Diſcipline, but Do- 
Arine alſo; as that of Arles, for re- 
baptizing them which came from 
Hereticks,denying the Tririty.can. 8, 
The Melivetan Council determined 
againſt the Pelagean Hereſie : The 
third Council of Toledo gathered 
tor extinguiſhing the Rehques of 
that Herefte,which had long infeted 
the Guthick, Nation, and hindered 
the meeting and benefit of ſuch 
Councils: as King Rsccared ( who 
called that nationall Synod) com- 
plaines in his ſpeech to the Biſhops 
then aſſembled. 

Againe, theſe Councils were ga- 
thered, and held, and did conclude 
indeperdently on Rowe, or without 

aC- 
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acknowledgement of any ſuch Jurif- 


diRion, as was aftcr challenged by 
the Biſhop of Roxe. Faire reſpect 
indeed was had to that Biſhop in a 
fraternal way of Communion, and 
ſometimes of communicating to him, 
what they had done and concluded ; 
as that firſt Council of Arles, Fratri 
Syiveſtre, and charitative fignifica- 
mus z In the third Council of Cars 
thage, Can.47. for reading nothing 
in the Church but Canonicall Scri- 
pture, it is added, Hoc innoteſcat fra- 
tri & con-ſacerdets Bonifacio (I ſup- 
poſe they mean Boriface, Biſhop of 
Rome) vel alits earum partium Epi- 
ſcopts, to the end, this Canon mighe 
be received and praftiſed in thoſe 
parts : But preſently after in the 
fourth Council (in which S. Augs- 
ſtine was) when the Liberty of their 
Church ſeemed ro be infringed, 
through a kinde of Juriſdiftion chal. 
lenged by the ſame Bonface in the 
point of Appeals, they utterly rejc- 
Red his Plea, which he made by the 


; generall Council of Nice, but could 
| not prove it. So he that looks into 


the ſeverall Councils of Toledo , will 
C2 finde 
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dance on Rome, but great acknow- 
ledgement of the religious care of 
their ſeverall Kings , by whoſe per- 
miſſion they aſſembled. 

The Church of Eng/and therefore 
being ſuch a Nationall Church, and 
having like power, might lawfully re- 
form it ſelf without asking the Bi- 
ſhop of Reme any leave, or without 
ftaying for a free generall Council): 
for albeit {ſuch a Councill was in agi- 
tation, yet could not be expetted, 
cither a gexerall one, becaulc cf the 
Diviſion of the Eaſt or 1:ſterne 
Churches, or a free one, becauſe of 
the Popes exorbitant power, as Tr. 
1.cap.4. And as it might, ſo it Cid 
juſtly reforme, caſting off in the firſt 
place that Papall uſurpation , which 
hindered all Reformation, bur defi. 
ning nothing againſt the definitions 
of known and approved Generall 
Councils, (within the compaſſe of 
which time Cardinall Perronn thinks 
it reaſonable the triall of a Church 
be refireined, as 77. 1, c. lt) un- 
lefle ſome will quarrel at ſomething 
of Diſc;pline, not retained in our 
Church, 
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church x ro the ancient con- 
ſtitutions : which being a matter of 
prudentiall Proviſion, admits varia- 
tion according to the Exigence of 
the Times. Alſo it is cleare, that 
Nationail Synods have not held 
themſelves alwayes bound to all 
things determined formerly in that 
kinde, but have put the receptions 
of ſuch Canonsto the vote, as we 
ſee in the beginning of the firlt of 
Toledo; Statuta Concilis Nicens, The 
Statutes of the Counc | of Nice about 
Ordinations, before not uſed among 
them, are voted there to be obſcr- 
ved. Allo we finde they frequent- 
ly make relaxation of former rigour, 
as in th® injunRions of penaxce. 
Laſtly, it is evident, there are many 
conſtitutions of this kinde not retei- 
ned or obſerved by the Church of 
Rome ; Such as concern the exer- 
ciſe of publique Penance; ſuch as 
forbid the trar.flating of a Biſhop 
f:om City to City, and Ordinations 
without a Title : things determined 
in generall Councils. Ot this,as to the 
point of ſingle life ofClergy men,7T.2z 
c.1. & ofthe whole point of che war- 
C 3 ran: 
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rantableneſs of our Reformation,T7, | 

2. E. 2, 
$. VI. Upontheſe Grounds, it is caſte to 
Antwerto anſwer, what they objeR or pretend | 
mi Plea, againſt us, which, that it may have 
the better impreſlion upon the un- 
wary , they repreſent the Church of 
England, before Reformation, wholly 
Romiſh, profeſſing their Doctrine 
ever ſince the receiving of the Faith 
in this Land, under Gregory the firſt, 
Biſhop of Reme, acknowledging that 
juriſd1Rion, and accordingly yerlding 
Obedience to that Fee, yea, and ow- 
ingit as Duty upon the converſion 
of this Land, From theſe premiſes | 
their Inference is (and they think it 
will cake with the unwary ) That the 
Church of England by her Refor- | 


mation, has caſt off the Faith recei- 

ved, and fo fallen into Hereſie, and 

by denying ſubjeRion to that See, | 
has incurred the guilt of Schiſme. 
But as there is ſome truth apparent 
ma the Premiſes, ſo as much Falſhood 
ſuppoſed, and taken for granted , 
which renders the Inferences incon- | 


ſequent and invalid. 


Firſt, it is a Truth, that the Natio- 
na'l 


of England and Rome,cyc, 


nall Church of E»g/and, befor rhe 


Reformation, was generally Roms/s, 
both for DoQrine profeſled in it,and 
for Obedience yielded to the Biſnop 
of Rome ; but then the Inference the 

make,therefore theProteſtantChurc 

of England is a NewChurch,or Here- 
ticall, is invalid, becauſe it reſts upon 
this untruth, ſuppoſed, and taken by 
them for granted, viz. that the Rg- 
wiſh Church was alwaies ſuch, tea- 
ching ſuch Doctrine, and that the 
profeſſion of ſuch Dorine makes a 
Church to be Catholique, and the 
denyall of it renders it Heyerical; all 
which they muſt prove to make 
good that Inference ; where as it 1s 
evident” that che Catholique Chri- 


ſtian Faith ozce delivered, Jude 5. yy 


Chriſt alwaies profeſſed in all ages 
(and into which they and we ba- 


ptiſe) makes a ( briſtian Church, and Orthes 
the holding that Faith wadefile 1, and dox, 


free from Errours and Corruptions 
in Belief and Worſhip, makes a pure 
and Orthodox (hurch. So did the 
ancient Church of Rome hold the 
Faith, ſo does the reformed Church 
ot Englaxd hold and profeſſe ir, 

C4 freed 
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freed from the mixture of Errour, 


which had crept into the later Ro- 
miſh Church, to the infeRing of the 
Engliſh; ſo that this National Church 
is ſo farre from being. Herctical, by 
ceaſing to be Remiſh, that it is there- 
fore the more pure and Ortho- 
dox. 

Upon the like ſuppoſals, falſe and 
impertinent, they give pretence 
(plauſible ro the unwary) for that 
demand : She:w ſuch a Proteſtant 
Church in England before the Refors 
mation, as if every Nationall Churclz 
did alwaies teach the ſame DoQrinse, 
without mixture of ſuch Errour ge- 
nerally prevailing; or as if it were 
reaſonably required of us to ſhew 
the Church of Z»g/and alwaies Pr 

«hn, 7eſtant, i.e. proteſting againſt Errors, 
Prirefor.; Whereas the Errours were not al- 
med; waies, nor at firſt known; or to 

ſhew a Reformed Church before the 
Reformation made. , For though 
Truth be alwaies before Errour, yet 
Errour is before Reformation, which 
proteſts againſt it, and caſts it our. 
>0 the Exgliſp Church, as corrupted 
with Roms/b Errours, mult needs be 
lo 
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ſo before it could be Pror-ftart or 
| Reformed ; but the Catholick Truths 
italwaies held made it a Chriſtian 
Church, even under that mixture of 
Errours : ſo when by Reformatſon 
it had caſt chem off, it remained the 
ſame Chriſtian Church : but a more 
pure and ſound one, holding ſtill che 
ſame Catholick Truths, withonr thar 
mixture of Errour, like as the anci- 
ent Chriſtian Church did, before 
Popery prevailed, as 77.1.c.1. 

Secondly, It is a Truth, that the we have _. 
Saxons or Engliſh (whatever pre- - = 
paration ttey had to it by the Vi- received. 
' cinity and Acquaintance of the 
Britiſh Chriſtians) did indeed re- 
ceive the Chriſtian Faith from Rome, 
| through the godly care of Gregory 

the firit, then Biſhop, and the Minu- 
itry of Auitiaand others, whom he 
ſent to preach it here. But then the 
untruth (which they ſuppoſe , and 
uſually impoſe upon the unwary) is - 
palpable, viz. That the DoQrine of 
| the Church of Rome, as to Faith and 

\Worſh'p, is the ſame it was in Gre- 
gorze's time : and that we, by Refor- 
mation bave caſt off the Faith we 
Cs received. 
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and fundamentall Faith, that makes 
a man or Church Chrittian , no 
queſtion but Awſti», and thoſe that 
were ſent, preached that they bapti- 
zed into, which is the very ſame that 
we do ſtill, Then as for the matters 
of Faith and Worſhip, which they 
and we differ in,the Novelty is clear: 
neither can they demonſtrate, that 
any point we caſt off, was a doArine 
of Faith in S. Gregory's time. Some 
things, I confeſſe, of misbelief and 
practiſe, were then crept in, and 
gathering ſtrengeh ; but it is obſer- 
vable, that in all their allegations of 
Fathers for the points we differ in, 
rheir owne Gregory comes rarely in ; 
indeed , that Purgatory was his 
opinin, they have expreſſe proof, 
rot that it was an article of Faith in 
that Church. On the contrary, it is 
plaine, that Communion in both 
kindes, was the doctrine and praiſe 
of the Church in his time, as it had 
deen alwaies before: that 1nage* 
worſbip 1s declared againſt in his 
anſwer to the Biſhop of Marſels ; 
the Titlealſo and Juriſdiction of 

UVniverſ/all 
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Univerſal Biſhop (which immedi. 
ately concernes the Cauſe in hand) 
is declared apainft,in his conteſtation 
with John of Conſtautinople, who 
affefted it. ln a word, had the 
Church of Rome continued the ſame 
for Faith and Worſhip, as it was in 
Gregory's time, and the Biſhop of 
Rome taken no more to himſelf than 
the ſaid Gregory did , certainly it 
would not have come toa divition, 
neither would there have been caule 
for it. 

Thirdly , it is a Truth , that the g yg 
ExgliB Church (till generally ta- Deniall of 
ken) before Reformation, acknow- PR—_—_ 
ledged the Juriſdi&ion of that See , fil Rj 
but the Inference they make (there. 9" yg > 
fore it is Schiſmaticall in caſting off —- F 
or denying to yeild obedience there- 
unto) is invalid ; for it ſuppoſes this 
untruch , that we owed. it of duty 
upon ſpecial re'ation, viz, our cor.- 
verſion or receiving the Faith by the 
Minifters of that See. To anſwer, 

T. It ſeemes the Biſhop of Rome 
makes his claim to _ upon a 
double Title, One of Univerſal 
Paſtarſeip , which extends to all 

Churches : 
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Cat es of what Plantation focver; 
the Other of Converſion or Plan- 
tation, Which reaches to England, 
and ſome other Nations; and it 
ſeemes, when theſe Titles are divi- 
ded, the frit prevailes, and ſwal- 
Jowes up the other, and fo brings 
under his Juriſdiion, all the Chur- 
ches which other Apoſtles | betides 
Peter) and their Succeſſors planted. 
Whereupon it followes, that the 
ather Apoſt!es ſhall nor leave the 
like Title of Juriſdition to thoſe 
winch ſucceeded them in the Chur- 
ches they planted, unleſſe depen- 
dantly on Rem : alſo that the other 
Apolties laboured dependently on 
Peter, and as his Miniſters and 
Commiſhoners plaated Churches 
for lum to rule over as ſupreme 
feneral Pailor; when as it is evident 
they were ſent immediat.ly by 
Chrilt with equall commiſſion to 
plant Churches in all the world : 
Gut reach all! Nations, Mat. 25. and 
As my Father ſent me, ſo | ſend you, 
{vhin 20. Therefore Pier and Pavl, 
v hen they made that agreement, 
Gal.2. departed to the work upon 
equal craves, Io 
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| To eſtabliſh this firſt and tran- Impoſible 

ſcendent Title of Univerſal Juriſdi- gg9n**" 
| ion, they are bound to make good 
theſe ſeveral untruths. That it was 
ſo with Peter in reſpe&t of the other 
Apofties : That it 1s fo with the 
Succeſſors of Peter in reſpe&t of 
Thoſe which ſucceeded the other 
Apoſtles in the Churches by chem 
planted : That the Power and Pri- 
viledge pretended to be in Peter,was 
derived upon his Succeſſors : Laſtly, 
that it 1s derived onely upon the 
Biſhops of Reywe, not of Antioch or 
elſewhere. All theſe they are bound 
| tomake good; yea, and ſeeing all 
their Kemrſh faith (reſting upon the 
pretendedPriviledges of thatChurc/) 
is founded upon theſe falſe Suppo- 
jals: they are bound to make all 
go0d by apparcnt Ecripture; for 
they grant, that the prime points of 
Faith, neceſſary for all to believe (as 
this is according to their docrine) 
are clearly conteined in Scripture. 
Lut to ſhew this point of che Privi- 
ledges of that Church ( Infallibility 
ind Univerſal 74 riſdiflion) lo con- 
Kcined, isimpoſlible for them to do ; 
07 
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for when in this vaſt Controverſic 
they leave nothing untoucht in Scri- 
pture or Fathers, which may be 
drawn to make any ſeeming apper- 
rance for ſuch priviledges, they doe 
but give us words,nothing of force to 
prove the thing indeed. Some paſſa- 
ces to this purpoſe in Ty.1.c.27.and 
in cap.28. 3O. - 
His ſpecial 11], As to his ſecond Title from 
precepces Plantation of the Church here : We 
on over doe not find, that the Converting of 
this Chur: any Nation to the Faith pave a Tit'e 
of Juriſdiction to that Church from 
whence that Nation received the 
Faith; for we doe not ſee it was 
held for any Rule in the diſtribution 
of Provinces, and the limiting or ex- 
tending the bounds of Eccleſiaſtical 
Furiſdiftion : We doe not find that 
the ancient Councils, which provided 
therein , had any refpeR to ſuch Ti- 
tle, but to the conſtitution of the 
Empire rather, and the Provinces 
thereof; and that the alteration, 
which has been any where ſince , 
made in the bounds of National Ju- 
riſdition, followed the diviſion of 
Kingdormes into which the Empire 
was 


— 
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ſeverall Councils of Toledo (above 
meationed) under their ſeverall 
_——— dependance on Rome. 
And if we look into the Saxon 
Church and Councils (gathered and 
publiſhed by the induftry of Sir Hen: 
Spelmas) it will appear , that all the 
A>plication made unto, or inter- 
courſe had with Rome, did not ſpeak 
a dae ſubjeftion, but at moſt a velwn+ 
tary adbeſion ; not acknowledgment 
of that 7ar5/diftiow, but of their fasr 
refþeft, fach as any Church ought to 
have to that Chaorch , from which it 
received the faith, ſo long as that 
Church continues fafely in the faich 
it propagated, and ſo in a condition 
of giving adviſe and direRion to,and 
of receiving due reſpe&t and comply- 
ance from thoſe, among whom it 
planted the faith. 

But as Errors prevailed in that 
Church of Rome, ſo in this; and a- 
mong the relt , that uſurped Juriſdi- 
ion. Pope Hildebrand or Gregory 
the 7. about 400.years after Gregory 
the firſt, did lay on that yoak, and 
began to bring the accks of Kings 


and. 
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and Princes under it too : and til! by 
their power does the Biſhop of Rome 
hold his juriſdiction over the Chur- 
ches within therr Dominions , as 
Spain, France,&c. But ſuch Princes 
as came to underſtand their owne 
right, not onely in Civil, but Ecclcli. 
aſtical rhings, did juſtly vindicate 
their Crowns to the power and dig- 
nity dne unto them, and their Chur- 
ches to the Liberty and Independen- 
cy, Which , as aboveſaid, belongs to 
every National Church, having with- 
in it the whole Subordination of Ec- 
cleſiaftical Government, 


Concufs? To conclude. Seeing by Reforma- 


on of the tion we caſt out,as we had juſt cauſe, 


who'e calc 6 : 
whos ca'* Error and Corruptions crept in upon 


with ths the Chriftian Faith and Worſhip, 


Reman and retained what ever was Catho- 
Church, 


lick,we cannot be accuſed of Hereſic; 
Secing alſo by the ſame Reformation 
we caſt off the yoak of an nſurped 
Juriſdiion, and vindicated this Na- 
tional Church to the juſt Liberty, we 
cannot incur the guilt of Schuſme : 
for that breach of Communion, 
which followed either upon our cea- 
fingto hold and practice with them 
To 
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in the aforeſaid corruptions, or upon 
our denying farther obedience to 
that uſurped Authority, cannot be 
;impured to us, who had juſt cauſe for 
doing it, and ufed juſt Authority in 
the doing. Burt if that breach of com- 
mnnion, which followed, be Schiſme, 
the guilt of it reits upon the Church 
of Rome in gencrall, and on all Zx- 
$i} Remaniſts in ſpeciall : according 
fo the ſeverall conſideration ot 
Schiſme (above, s. 3.) as it falls be- 
tween two National Churches, or 
berween any National Church and 
the Members thereof; When between 
ewo National Churches,that Church 
ſtands guilty, which gives the cauſe, 
and peremptorily proſecutes it: So 
the Church of Rome did, by _— 
(under pretence of Infallibility, an 

therefore incorrigible) her own do- 
Arines, pronouncing all thoſe to be 
Heretiques thar did not receive them, 
and by uſurping Univerſal Juriſdi&1- 
on, concluding chem Schifmatiques, 
that did not obey. Burt the gwile of 
Schiſme lyes upon all Engliſh Roma- 
"/t; holding to that Church,as npon 


| Members dividing themſelves from. 


the 
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” the body and communion of their 
National Church ; and this concerns 
not onely thoſe, who have revolted 
from this Church to the Rowni/s, but 
ſuch as alwayes profeſſed themſelves 
to be of that Church : it falls upon 
theſe not for deſertion or ſeparation, 
but for Recwſancie , or their fetuling 
the communion of their National 
Church, and adhering to a forreign 
Juriſdition : which is contrary to 
the way and order which the ancient 
Church took for preſerving Unity, 
and excluding Schiſme : by no means 
ſuffering ſuch diſobedience and Givi 
fion ofthe Members of any National 
Church, where that Church did not 
divide it felf from the Catholick, or 
ve cauſe, as the Church of Rewe | 
as done. | 
Now to the conſideration of the 
Caſe , as it lands between the true 
Reformed Church of Zng/and, and | 
Thoſe who (of what perſwaſion ſo- 
ever) bave divided from the com- 
munion of it. | 
By that which has been ſaid, it is 
evident, the Reformation made b 
this National Church was moft ok 
and 
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and regular : taking for the Rule, 


Gods Word , with the conſent and 
practice of the Ancient Church, and 
thereupon rezeQting no more than 
was neceſlary , and retaining what 


wns uſefull : ſhewing therein a due ;, 


iference 


zeal of Truth, rogether with Chri- 'ewixt juſk 


ſtian Prudence and Charity : to the 


and dw 
empered 


taking away juſt cauſe of Complaint Retormas 
from all diſtempered Zelots, and gi- © 


ving fair occaſion of conviction and 
allurement to thoſe of the Rowib 

rſwaſion, from whom we differ ; 
when they ſhall duly conſider, there 
was no more Difference made, than 
needs muſt ; Whereas others, who 
bave endeavoured Reformation out 
of a miſguided zeal, taking for their 
Rule,an oppoſition to the Church of 
Rome, rather than a conformity to 
Gods Word,and the Conſent of Pri- 
mitive Times, have caſt out for Po- 
pery many things ( Epiſcopal Govern- 
ment, Set Forms of Liturgy, Kneeling 
at the Communion, and the like) 
which were moſt undenyably before 
Popery was hatched in the world. 
Now theſe being caſt out upon 
that ſcore by Heady Reformers,who 


call 
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call chemſelves Proteſtants, (Prote- 


ſtors- indeed againſt many Truths) 
the Papiſt cakes them up, and thanks 
fuch Reformers for yeelding ſuch 
Truth to be Popery ; and fo he re- 
mains more confirmed in his way, 
and hath more cauſe of offence at 
Reformed Proteſtants, were they in- 
deed to be meaſured by ſuch irregu- 
lar proceedings. 

The Komaniſts know this well 
enough, and are ſeniible of the dit- 
ference between the Reformation or 
Eſtabliſhment of the Church of 
England, and all other pretenſions : 
_- therefore have made it alwayes 
their main deſign, to undermine this 
Proteſtant Church ſo wel eſtabliſhed: 
and in theſe dayes, the Emiflaries of 
Rome have been very active to help 
forward a confuſion, joyning them- 
lelves (if there be truth in that, 
which ſo many bave reported on 
their knowledge) to Sets of feverall 


 Perſwaftons, for the pulling down 


what was, and advancing their pre- 
rended Reformations. Not that the 
Nomaniſt approves them, but becauſe 
he knows, that if the Church of 
England 
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England , eſtabliſbed on ſuch ſure 
grounds, can by any means be ſub. 
verted, the other unbottom'd Refor- 
mations will fall of themſelves, or 
ſtand at no ſtay , to the ſhame of the 
Religion they profeſle ; and ſo make 
fair way for the Rewiſh Religion, to 
come in through their breaches, or 
over their ruines, and find more 
generall entertainment. It is the 
Tempters Policy , and indeed his 
Maſter-piece, when he muſt a& an 
Angel of Light, and muſt make his 
advantage of thoſe that are come to 
ſome ſenſe of Religion, or at leaſt to 
a conceit they are religiouſly diſpo- 
ſed, to lead them on by falle Lights, 
and make them over-a& their parts 
by a miſ-guiced zeal,to a quarrelling 
with their Governours, and (-ghting 
all former Reformations, under pre- 
tence of Purity and Reformation ; 
til in purſuit of that purity, and ſeek- 
ing out a more Reformed Aſſembly 
or purer Church , they run them- 
ſelves clean out of the Church, and 
yet carry it with them. 
Whither they are run,that have left 
us, let them look to it, It 15 our work 
nM 
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now to ſhew (an@I wiſh they would 
fadly conſider it) what they have in- 
curred by _ us, no leſſethan 
the guilt of Schilme, which lies hea- 
vily on as many as have ( of what 
perſwaſion or Set ſoever) wilfully 
divided themſelves from the commu- 
nion of the Church of England: 
Whether they doe this (as above 
premiſed) by a bare Separation, or 
by adding Violence and Sacriledge 
to it, in pulling down, and (as much 
as lies in their power ) deſtroying 
what was eſtabliſhed, that they may 
ſet up their owne forme and way of 
Government, and publick Worſhip. 
I faid divide chemſelver wilfully, to 
leſſen the puilt of thoſe that follow 
the Schiſme 5» the ſimplicity of their 
hearts, deceived with the faire pre- 
tences of Religion and Purity, which 
they could not at firſt ſee through ; 
bur if they will not uſe their eyes, 
and carefully look into their way : 

if they will not uſe the beſt meanes 
they can for diſcovering the obliqui- 
ty and danger of that way, and fo 

returne from it, they lye under the 

ſame puilt with thoſe they _—_ 

an 


and will with thens fall into the ditch. 
Alſo we muſt note here the diffe- 
rence of the Caſe, between us and 
them, from that with the Church of 
Reme ; which will at firſt ſight 
ſhew the impertinencie of theRoma- 
niſts alledging, that the preſent Sets 
of the'e dayes may plead againſt the 
Church of Zngland, from which 
, they have divided, what the Church 
of England can againlt the Ronuar ; 
for, as it was above premiſed, the 
caſe betweene Eng/ih and Romiſo 
Church, is as between ewo Nationall 
Churches, having ful! suthority for 
blick Reformation ; but the caſe 
eween the Englih Church, and 
thoſe that have divided from it, is 
berween a Nationall Church, and 
the members of it;by which appears, 
they could have no ſufficient Anths- 
rity for publick Reformation, with- 
out, and againſt the Aarthority in 
being, to pull down and ſet up as 
they have done, and it will appear 
they eould have no jult Caſe for 
ſo much as a Separation from the 
Communion of this Church, 


Now 
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S. IX. Now for making good the charge 
Grounds of Schiſme againſt them , we wil 
premiſe ſorne undeniable | Truths, 


convincing 
thewot which ſpeak theAutority of Church- 
Schilm- 
governours, the obedience due 
thereunto, the condition of Schiſm, 
and the danger and puilr of it. 
1. Church I, That the Church of Chriſt is 
Goverr® Society or Company under a Regi- 
mene > © ae 
* ment, Diſcipline, Government, and 
the Mcmbers conſtituting that Socie- 
ty,7e either Perſons taught, guided, 
governed, or Perſons teaching, gui- 
ding, governing : and this in order 
to preſerve all in Unity, and to ad- 
vance every Member of this viſible 
Society, to an effcctuall ard reill 
participation of Grace, and Union 


| 
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with Chriſt the Head;ard therefore, | 


and upon no lefſe account is obedi- 
ence due unto them : Eph.4.11,12, 
13,16, and Heb.13.17. and he that 
will not hear the Church, be a 4 
Heathen and Publican, Mat.16. 
2. Church II, That every Nationall Church 
Aur Nas power, as to determine in mat- 
Decrees ters of Faith , according to Gods 
& Orders word, ſo to determine in things in+ 
differecut, Rites,” Ceremonics , mat- 
rers 
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woſt fir for the better and more 
convenient performance of Gods 
worſhip, or adminiſtration of Diſci- 

line and Government. This is plain 
b the Apoſtle, x Cor. 14. 26, 40. 
The Rule above delivered ſpeaks to 
this purpoſe, That the Church pro- 
R_ or determining matters 
of Faith, or of the ſubſtance of 
Worſhip, ought to manifeſt it our 
of Gods Word, cannot doe it befides 
the ſame, (as the 20 A# of our 
Church hath it) and we may expe&t 
ſuch manifeſtation or proof, before 
we yeild the abſolute aſſent of belief 
unte any thing ſo propounded ; But 
in the Churches determination of 


| things in themſelves indifferent, and 
| enjoyning the obſervation of Rites 


and Ceremonies, it is enough that 
the particular be not againſt Gods 
Word : and he that will not yeild 
obedience to it, is bound to ſhew it 
plainly contrary to the Word, or 
elſe ſtands guilty of diſobeying the 
known precepts of the Word, which 
command obedience to Autho- 


rity, 
D It 


m_ 


2. Force of 
Church+ 
Cuſitome. 
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It will not be enough to _—_ 
Covernours of the Church did not 
hold to their Rule, for this Rite or 
Ceremony is not to eafication , is 
not decent ; it might be becter other- 
wiſe. For this is to ſet a mans owne 
judgement , againſt that of the 
Church, in matters of prudence: 
a ſpice of that pride and ſelf conceit, 
which is the Mother of all diſobedi- 
ence & Schiſm; and though a private 
judgement might cruly ſay, ſome 
things might be better done in, and 
about Gods Worſhip or Service; 
yet unleſſe ſuch a one can ſay as 
truly, thoſe things are unlawfull to 
be done, and that by dire warrant 
from Gods Word, he ought not to | 
diſobey. 
ITI. When the Apoſtle uſed an ! 
argument from {'»ſteme againi{tcer- 
raine diforders, Fe have no ſuch 
Cuſtome, nor the ( hurches of God, 
I Cor.11.16. he plainly Chews what 
force the Cnftomes of a Church (lo 
they be not againſt Gods Word) 
have to binde the Members of that 
Church, as from Introducing any 
New Cultome withgut —_— 
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ſo to obſerve ſuch Cuſtomes as the 
Church hath ; and he that will 
not, is reckoned by the Apoſtle 
there, _— the Contentions ., Or 
difturbers the peace of the 
Church ; for againſt ſuch he urges 
that. Much more are we to take no- 
tice of the ſtrenpth of Univerſall 
Tradition, the Cuftome and Practice 
of the whole Charch in all Apes : 
for of this we ſhall have occaſion 
below againſt the Contentsors. 


. 


I V. In the ſame Epiſtle (for it is 4: Vnion 


mainly ſpent upon this Argument) 
he commends C harity, as a Remedy 
againſt that Pride, which upon con- 
ceit of Knowledpe, or Spiritual pifts 
(cap.x 2.) puffe: them up, and made 
them ſwell one againſt another, and 
deſpiſe one another ; the ready way 
to Diviſion , and breaking all aſun- 
der. This Charity (not that which 
does workes of mercy,or relieves the 
poor, as we ſee by ver.3.cap.13. but 
which bindes together the body of 
the Church ; Eadifying 4t ſelfe im 
Love , as Eph. 4.16. ( Charity in 
oppoſition to Schiſm ) this I fay he 


commends, and by ſeverall proper- 
D 2 ties 


ot charſty, 
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ties deſcribes: It vanteth not, 55 net 
puffed up, ver. 4. not againſt Equals, 
much leſſe in ſetting our private 
judgement againſt our Governors, 
It thinketh no evill, ver. 5.1t receives 


ſatisfaRion eaſily from Equals, in- | 


terprets their Words and Actionsto 
the beſt : much; more the commands 
and doings of our Governours, 
{ barity ſeeks not her cwne, endureth 
all things, ver.5,7. ſuffers much, ra- 
ther than come to open difference 
and contention with Equals : fo will 
peaccable Charity ſuffer much ere it 


come to a diviſion from the Church: | 


ee Am. ens 


much Jeſle will it ſeek that which is ' 


anothers, that eſpecially which be- 
longs to the Governours, their 
powey, meanes, preferments. Thus 
Schiſm takes beginning from Pride, 
and ſelf-conceit, goes on by uncha- 
ritableneſſe to enormous exceſle of 
diſobedience and injuſtice ; and ren- 
ders a'l Knowledge, Faith,and othcr 
good workes, for want of this Cha- 
rity, unprofitable, nothing worth ; 


as the Apoſtle in that Chapter often 
tells us. 


V. The 


— 
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V. The Apoſtle when he ſet Titus 5 - dmoz 
over the Churches of Crete, directs P1590. 2nd 
him in the uſe of his power, as to of Here 
this point of dealing with the Con- 3552204 
tentions, Tit.3.10,11. A man that ticks. 

u an Heretick—rejeft— being ſelf- 
condemned. Every Schiſmatick is 
this Heretick : for ſo the word He- 
reſie and Heretick ſignfies , and ac- 
cording te the uſe of it then im- 
plyed ; one, that obſtinately ſtood 
out againſt the Church, or that lead 
any SeR : after the ſtrifteſt Seft (or 
Herefie) of the Phariſees, AR 26.5. 
after that—which they call Herefie— 
ect. 24.14. a Fattious company 
divided from the Church, ſo they 
called or accounted of Chriſtians ; 
and Gal.5.20. we have it reckoned 
among the workes of the Fleſh, 
Debates, Contentions, Hereſe : S0 
here Heretich, that leads a FaQtion, 
a Se, or that wilfully followes or 
abets it. A Man therefore that is a 
Heretick,, contentious, diſobedient 
to the Order and Authority of the 
Church, rejeft, for he is ſelf-condem- 
ned, having both paſſed the Sentence 
upon himſelf, by profeſling againſt, 
D 3 or 
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- or dividing from the Church, and 


alſo done execution (like that of the ; 


Churches cenſure, and excommuni- 
cation ) upon himſelfe, by aQuall 
ſeparaton, or going out of the 
Church, A fearfull condition. 
Applicats Now the application of the Pre- 
p.0*.c* milſesto the convincing of thoſe that 
England, is very ealie and obvious. 
Difobedient they are to the lawfull 
Authority in this Church : ard thar, 
not onely in their denying to obey 
the Orders, Decrees, Conftitutions 
Lawfully made by them which had 
the Authority, but in an utter with- 
drawing of their obedience for the 
future : yea, in aboliſhing and ta- 
king away (as much as in them lay) 
that very Authority and Office t-0 ; 
a ſtep farther than ever the Antient 
Schiſmaticks went. And all this a- 
gainſt the Conſtitution and Cuſtome, 
not onely of this Church, bur of all 
the Catholick Churche : againſt that 
Charity which Saint Pax/ enjoynes, 
as 'moſt neceſſary to preſerve the 
Unity of the Church, and to keep 
out Schiſm : againſt all the admon- 
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tions ( not once and apgaine , as* 


the Apoſtle bids Tiras , but of- 
ten given them) yea, ſatisfaQions 
endeavoured by the Governours 
and Writers of this Church,in all the 
particulars of Government , Wor- 
ſhip and Ceremony, which the Cox- 
rentions from time to time excepted 
againſt, 

Let us then heat what they plead 


$.X 


to this charge, by way of exception Anſer to 


againſt the Church of Exg/and, and —_ plea 


briefly rejoyne, ſo as may be to the this Chu: 


ſatisfaction of them at leaſt, who 
deſire to continue in the Unity of the 
Church of England, notwithſtand- 
ing the Temptations of the Times, 
and to the reduction of ſuch as fol- 
low the Schiſm in the implicity of 
their hearts, deceived by the faire 
pretences thereof. 


Their generall pretenſion for V Vant of 
themſelves, and exception again(t ****y- 


this Church, is, their deſire or ſeeking 
of Parity, Helineſſe, ſtrict walking, 
which they could not bave or exer- 
ciſe (in that way they defired) un- 
der the Government, or in the way 
of Worſhip, uſed in this Church of 

D 4 England, 
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® England. Anſw. The pretence of 
Furity, Holineſſe, and ſtri& hfe, has 

a faire gloſſe, and ro endeavour it {£ 

really and conſcionably is the duty, 

and ſhould indeed be the deſire and 

care of every Chriſtian, But we 

finde the Phariſees in the Jewiſh 
Church, pretending to it above all 

other, and by the forced exerciſes 

of it, drawing admiration from the 
behoiders, and bringing in Proſelites 

to their Se; and it would be worth 

the examining, at leaſt in the Con- 

fciences Of theſe Pretenders, whether 

their righteenſneſſe exceeds the righ- 
teonſneſſe of the Scribes and Pharifies! 

| Our Saviour has alſo foretold, char 
Ancent falſe Teachers ſhall ariſe in his 
ticks had Church, and come in Skeeps cloa- 
Ike pre? thing , but may be known by their 
purity. Fruits. We finde alſo that the Anti- 
ent and famous Schiſms of the No- 

vatians, and Donatiſts, had the pre- 

rence of purity and ſtriftneſſe ; No- 

varus about the year 250. was ſo 

frict, that he denyed reconciliation 

ro all that after Baptiſme fell into 
Adultery, or in times of perſecution 

yeilded to Idolatry : and broke _ 

the 
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the Church for re-admitting ſuch * 
upon their unfeignedRepentance.His 
followers were called Cathari or Pu. 
ritans upon this pretence, and ma- 
ny followers he had; yea, many of 
the Confeſſors , ſuch as ſuffered for 
the Chriſtian Faith, were carryed a- 
way with that falſe pretence, and 
ſided awhile with him, till feeing 
their errour, they returned apain to 
the Unity of the Church, and con- 
demned his Schiſm, as Saint Cyprian 
relates it to Cornelius, Ep. 46. Dona- 
tw inthe next age after him, diſcon- 
tented becauſe he could not be made 
Biſhop of (arthage, divided himſelf 
and his party from the Communion 
of the Church : deſpiſing it as a 
mixed company of good and bad, and 
rebaptizing all that revolted from 
the Church to his Communion, con- 
fined the true Church onely to thoſe 
of his perſwaſion : for under that 
pretence of Purity, he drew many a- 
way, and it proved a Schiſm of great 
extent, and long continuance. -x 
If therefore this be one Reaſon 
wherefore our pretenders cannor, 
as they conceive, have that Purity, 
D 5 or. 
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&r partake of the Ordinances as they 
ought, becauſe of Carnall Chriſtians 


- fuffered- in the Communion of the. 


Church of England, and unworthy 
receivers admitted to the Sacrament: 
it was long agoe refuted by S. Auſtin, 
in his learned workes againſt the Do- 
»atiſts, demonſtrating by ſeverall 
places of Scripture, which acknow- 
ledge, and by ſeverall parables of our 
Saviour, which repreſent the con- 
dition of the Chureh on Earth, tobe 
ſuch for mixture, as a heap of Chaff 
and Wheat in the ſame F/oor,of good 
Fiſh and bad in the ſame MNer, of 
Corne and Tares in the ſame Feld, 
and that neithes. the nnworthineſle 
of the Miniſter , or of other Recei- 
vers, makes Gods Ordinance incffe- 
Eua!l, or pollutes him that comes 
in Charity, and with a Conſcience 
undefiled,, or cleanſed from ſelfe- 
pol'utions. It is in the power and 
belongs to the duty of Church-Go- 
vernours, to caſt out the ſcandalous, 
or ſuch as walk aiſorderly : but 
when that is done, it is not for any 
man to judge, he or ſhe is car- 
nall and unſanRihed; for this is to 
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take the Lords Fan ont of hand, with V 
which he will purge his Floor, Mat. 3, 
and by breach of charity to offend 
againit his Brother : Nay, if that be 
not done, but that diſorderly per- 
ſons are yet ſuffered, and come to 
the place of Worſhip, yea, to the 
Lords Table; the guilt reſts upon 
the Governors that are to ſee to it, 
the Ordinance. is not leſſe effeualt 
to thee, if by ſe!f-conceit and un- 
charitableneſſe thou render not thy 
ſelfe uncapable of the benefit, as tie 
Phariſee did, when he ſaw the Px- 
blican in the Temple with him; yea, 
for any thing thou knoweſt, ſuch a 
diſorderly perſon may come at that 
t me, when thou art offended with 
him, as the Publican then did, truly 
penitent and converted, 

In the next place, I would know, S.XT. 
what hinderarice or prohibition of Triall of. 
purity, or ſtri& |;fe, had they in the Religion, 
Communion of this Church > Did 
the Governors thereof forbid any 
thing which St. Fames requires tv 
pure Religion (c.1,ult. ) to keepe 
themſelves unſpotted of the 1World, by 
Covctouſneſſe, Selfe-ſecking, Swea- 


ring, 
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Ging, Drunkenneſſe, Luſts of the fleſh, 
the common ſpots of the W&fld? 
Or did they forbid ro viſit the Fa- 
therleſſe and Widdew in their affiiti- 
0x, Or any works of Charity ? Might 
they not have done- all theſe with 
praiſe and commendation, had they 
continued in thezCommunion of this 
Church ? And for theſe other exer- 
ciſes of Devotion, Prayer, Reading, 
Hearing, (which though belonging 
to pure Religion, S. Zames thought 
g00d to omit; we ſhall fee the 
reaſon of it preſently) might they 
not be had duly, frequently > Was 
there ary thing forbid but the irre- 
gular ule, or ſeditious abuſe of chem? 
Private Meetings or Conventiclec, 
which were preparatories to Separ#- 
tion and Schiſm, in a pet formance of 
thoſe Durties., to the deſþpiſing of the 
Chnrch, or publique? Aflemblies. 
But they will ſay, they” could not 
have theſe exerciſes in publique 
purely adminiſtred or performed : 
that 1s (as it will appeare below) not 
according to their own deviſing and 
paanſie. Good reaſon there is, t'1at 
every Chrilttzn ſhuuid have a ſpccis 
al 
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al care of performing theſe duties of 
Prayer, Reading, Hearing : but ſee- 
ing our Pretenders to Purity ſeeme 
to place ,the ſumme of Religion in 
theſe eſpecially, I would wiſh them 
ro examine the purity of their Reli- 
gion, by the Apoſtles trial of it, Jam. 
1.-{t, who thought good to omit 
the mention of theſe exerciſes, be- 
cauſe of the Phariſees, ſeeking the 
eſteem of holinefſs by ſuch perfor- 
n.ances,& becauſe of Chriſtians then 
(as now in our Times) reſting too 
much on a fanſy of their faith & per- 
formance of ſuch Exerciſes without 
works and deeds anſwerable. And 
therefore the Apoſtle deſcribed pare 
Religion, by ſuch duties(of Charity,& 
abſteining from all ſpotg of the world 
or works of the Fleſh)a; make berter 
proof of the ſincerity of Religion. 

if the making of Fatherleſſe and 
Widdowes, the turning men out of 
their Eſtates, the invading of other 
mens Kights, had by the Apoſtle 
been mace the trial of pure Religion, 
then might the Conrentzore of our 
dayes have pretended to Purity and 
Reiigion ; and have bleſſed rhe Lora 
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® that they were become rich , though 
with the ſpoiling of others, as they 
did, Zech. 11.5. butif Charity, and 
denying of worldlineſſe, and luſts, be 
the marks, then let them try whether 
their way of Religion bring fourth 
ſuch fruits, or be in a capacity to do 
it: When the Romaniſts alledge the 
many pious and charitable works (as 
building of Churches, Colledges, 
Hoſpitals, Schools, and the applying 
maintenance thereunto } done by 
men in their Religion ; our preten- 
ders to Purity will be ready to ſay, 
it was the Do&rine of Merit that 
did it; not reflefting upon them- 
felves to conſider what kind of Do. 
Arine theirs is, which pulls downe 
the Monuments of Piety and Chari- 
ty, and converts the publique to pci- 
vate uſe. But when we ſhew that 
ſince the Reformation (which cait 
out Popih merit) as many good 
works ( for the computation has 
been made) done in the like kinde, 
as have been done in any one Ace 
b:fore : we ſhew the fruits of our 
Religion, and challenge theirs,which 
onely can ſhew (for the.r way and 
| do- 
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docrines tend to no other flue) a 


diftempered zeal in deſtroying much 
of that which before was raiſed to 
pious uſes, and a ſelf-ſeeking in the 
enriching -themſelves by the ſpoiles. 
Swearing and drunkenneſſe, the uſu- 
all and noted ſpots of the World, are 
(asit is fit) very much declined in 
their way of purity ; but the Phars- 
ſee could ſay more, he was no E x- 
tortioner, no Adulterer; and Saint 
7ames implied many other ſpots of 
the World, which pure Religion muſt 
keep a man from : andsS. fohn,1.Ep. 
c.2. 16. reducing the things of the 
werld, to three heads, makes two of 
them the lui? of the Eye, and pride 
ef Life, and therefore tells us, that 
Coveting, Injuftice, Sacriledge, and 
the Pride of life, that either cauſes 
them, or is maintained by them, are 
the Exorbitart Iniquities of the 
world; and therefore Spors, which 
by S. Fame: his rule, will not confiit 
with pare Religion. 

I have been the longer upon this 
Argument , becauſe there is ſcarce 
any other thing by which the Devil 
hath rained more, or the Church 
lo? 
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loſt more, than by this pretence of 
Purity, the common plea of all Sects 
in all Times. 

Now , as to their Reply above, 
that they could not have thoſe du- 
ties of exerciſes of bearing , praying 
in publique, purely adminiſtred, ſa- 
vfaRion will be given below, when 
we come to conſider of the offence 
they take at the Liturgy, forms of 
publique Service,Rites and Ceremo- 
nies uſed in and about Gods wor- 
ſhip in this Church, Burt firſt of 
their Exceptions againſt the Go- 
vernment it ſelfe; for we charge 
them of ſeparating, or withdraw- 
ing their Obedience from their law- 
tull Paſtors and Governours, Such 
35 Biſhops were in this, and in all 
the Catholique Church in all A- 
ges. 

& X1. They pleaditisno lawfull goyern- 
Their Plea ment of the Church, but to be caſt 
apanit the gut as Antichriſtian. This laſt con- 
merr of rentions age has called the office of a 
ths Ch. Biſhop into queſtion, and made a 
vaſt controverſy of it. I will not 

follow it at ſtretch, but onely cb» 

ſerve ſuch grounds as Truth and 

Peace 
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Peace ſeems mainly to reſt on, and 
which every ordinary capacity may 
underftand, and receive fatisfaction 
ſo far,as to keep himſelf in the unity 
of the Church. 

Ie is ficting therefore in the firſt VVhatis 
place, to remove' the x rejudice, un- m—_ 
der which the Adverſaries uſually 
repreſent Biſhops to vulgar eyes : as 
men ſwell'd wah their citles of Ho- 
nour, large Revenues, attendance of 
Chancellors, Commiſſaries, Offici- 
als, Lording it over the flock not 
feeding it. Why perions Eccleſiaſti- 
call ſhould be thought uncapable of 
the Honour, or unfic for the means 
which the piety. of former times has 
applyed unto them, out of a =_- 
ous reſpe&, I know no cauſe beſides 
the ingratitude, and facrilegious di- 
ſpoſition of this latter Age : But to 
wave theſe Additionals, as external, 
to the very office of a Biſhop, and 
to paſſe by Abuſes, that might be in 
government,through the iniquity of 
Perſons and corrupter Times, all 
which are capable of Reformation 
by due Authority : that which is 
concerned in this Controverſy % 

the 
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# the FunRtion, and very office of a 


Biſhop. By that office (be the times 
what they will) he is fet in the 
Church, as aj chiefe or more gene- 
rall Paſtor, within ſuch precincts or 
compaſſe (commonly called a Dio- 
ceſſe) having inſpeRion and ſuperin- 
tendency (in which ſtands his Pre- 
lacy) over particular Paſtors and 
Flocks, providing or ordaining ſuch 
Paſtors as need requires ; and doing 
all this with the advice and aſffiſtance 
of his Presbyrers, or ſome of the in- 
feriour Paſtors (anciently called Pre- 
ſezrers civitath) and they nothing 
without him. Such an office will ap- 


| peare to be conformable as to the 


perpetuall practiſe of the Catholick 
Church, ſo to the Word of God,and 
moſt agreeable to the reaſon of 
Church-government, as to the pre- 
ſerving of Unity, and keeping out 
Schiſme, the main concernments of 
the Church: 'and therefore they 
moſt appeare alſo highly guilty of 
Sacriledge and Schiſme, that not 
onely deny obedience to the efta- 
bliſhed Authority of this Office, but 
have endeavoured to ſubvert the 
very FunRtion it ſelf. Firſt, 
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Firſt, the practiſe of the whole C. X11. 


Church in all Apes is againſt them, Epiſcopall, 


Into this Ifland the Chriſtian faith 


times (as ſome think )yet in the next ,, 


ape at fartheſt (as all doacknow- 
ledge) and with that faith the go- 
vernment by Biſhops was received, 
and ever ſince continued ; neither 
&d the Catholique Church ever 
know any other Government till the 
laſt hundred yeares. So the force of 
the Apoſtles argument, r Cor.1 1.16. 
falls upon the Contentions of this 
Ape, and explodes their new way of 
ordaining Paſtors, and ruling thei 

Churches without —_— : The 
(harches of God never any ſuch 
Cuſtome; yea, in ſome Councils 
they declared againſt it, upon occa- 
fion given by the preſumption of 
ſome Pregbyters, that took upon 
them to ordaine, as in the Caſe of 
Iſchyras, and ſome others, ordained 
by one Colnthus, who carried him- 
ſeife as a Biſhop, but was found to 
be none ; in Athanaſ. Epiſt. cer- 
tainly the lawfull C»/tomes of any 


Nationall Church, are by the _ 
itle© 


CGovern- 
ved, ifnot in the Apoſtles unwertall” 
was receive not in the univerſal 

- 74 
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ſles reaſon, binding to all the Mem. 

bers thereof : how much more UV ni- 
verſall prattiſe? This the Adveria- 
ries of Epiſcopall-government (whe- 
ther they be of the Claſlicall, or 
;— way) turn off with 
nger, as if it had no weight 
init; or as ifthe Apoſtle had faid 


Force of 
univerſa[l 


practiſe or againſt the cuſtome and 


Congr 
a light 


nothing in alledg 


ing the Cuſtomes of 


the Church : Scripture is the onely 


thing 


will be tryed by. 


We refuſe not to meet them there: 
but let them conſider, that they 


- come againſt che Eſtabliſhed autho- 


rity of therr own Nationall Church, 


aiſle, not 


Eatholick gnely of that , bat of all the Chur- 


* chesof God, and there are bound to 


bring plain and expreſle Seripture to 
demonſtrate thas Epiſcopacy , or 
luch a ſuperiority over other inferi- 
our Paſtors, or meere Presbyters, is 
directly unlawfull ; for elſe the Cu- 
{tome and Praftiſe of the Churches, 
by the Apoſtles rule, muſt be obſer- 
ved, ſo long as in force, ;.e. till due 
Authority change them, ſuppoſing 
they are changeable, 'and that ir is in 
the power of the preſent Church to 


change 
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change them. It were well the Ad- 


verſaries of the Epiſcopall FunRion, 
would yeild more Authority to 
Univerſall Practiſe or Tradition of 
the Churches of God, at leaft in 
their reſpe&t to ſome points they 
will acknowledge themſelves bound 
to maintaine : As firft, That Scri- 
piwe us the Word of Ged. | do not ask 
upon what grounds they finally be- 
lieve this themſelves, but how they 
would maintaine it againſt Heathen 
or Jew, and perſwade them to it, but 
upon the witneſle of univerſall Tra- 
dition, which ſpeaks to the convicti- 
on of all men upon the ground of 
common Senſe or Reaſon, as above- 
ſaid $.2. or Secondly, Thaththe obſer- 
wation of the Lords day comes from 
the Apoſtles, How would they con» 
vince ſuch a one as Mr, Track was, 
by the places of Scripture, mentio- 
ning the Apoſtles meeting upon the 
firſt day of the week, or that place 
which nares the Lord: day, Rev.1. 
which might be on Eaſter day, the 
annuall Lords day : He , according 
to the doctrine of theſe men, ſligh- 
ting the Witneſle of Univerſall Tra- 
dition 


— 
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dition or Practiſe , found nothing 
in Scripture expreſſe, but the Com- 
mandement for the Seventh day, or 
Jewiſh Sabbath, & ſo obſtinarely held 
for that, till he was reclaimed by the 
ſabour and travail of our learned 
Biſhops, and made to ſee how the 
continued and undeniable practiſe 
of the whole Church did clearely 
ſhew thoſe paſſages in Scripture 
were intimations of this praiſe 
then beginning, and that their ob- 
ſerving of the Seventh day,or Jewiſh 
Sabbath ( for they obſerved that too 
as occaſion ſerved) was but in com- 
plyance with the Jewes for a time, 
while the Temple ttood. In like man- 
ner, the Univerſall praftice of the 
Church, the beſt interpreter of Scri- 
pture (where there is not any place 
of it ſo plaine as to take away all 
gainſaying) tells us, thoſe paſſa 

we ſhew in Scripture for this Go- 
vernment, contain ſo many intima- 
tions, and ſometimes exerciſes of 
that Epiſcopall power, which ſhould 
continue in the Church after the 
Apoſtles, and aſſures us, thoſe other 
inſtances brought by the Adverſa- 
ries 
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ries againſt that FunQion , cannot 
inferre any other way of Govern- 
ment. And therefore we had good 
cauſe to ſay above, Epiſcopall Go- 
vernment was conformable to Gods 
word : which is our ſecond conſide- 


ration. 


— then, -take we a briefe 6, xTy; 
e Grounds on both ſides, Epiſcopall 


goverment 


. for 
upon, without asking leave to ſup- bleto the 


poſe it poſſtble ( which never was W*** 


ſurvey of 
which yet I cannot in reaſon enter 


ſeen in any particular) that Univer- 
fall Tradition or Practiſe can be con« 
trary unto Scripture : but yeilding 
thar, as poſlible, co the Adverſaries, 
it is cleare they are bound as above- 
ſaid, to demonſtrate this Practiſe or 
Government, is againſt Scripture, 
and that their way 1s perempeorily 
there preſcribed. How impoſſible 
it is for them to do this, appeares at 
firſt ſighr, by their ſeverall judge- 
ments upon the paſſages of Scri- 
pture, concerning Church-govern- 
ment. Some of them look upon theſe 
paſſeges, and think they ſeen Claſ- 
ficall, or Preſbyterian ; others of 
them look upon them, and are as 
ttrong'y 
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ſtrongly perſwaded they ſee a Con- 
gregationall , or Independent way. 
Where's the clear Evidence then, 
which they pretend againſt Epiſco- 
pall Government ? To examine 
Their chiefe Inſtances briefly and 
plainly, for the ſatisfaRtion of ordi- 
nary Capacities, make the triall of 
thoſe that are alledged for the Claſ- 
ſicall way : becauſe that pretends to 
more regularity, and ro-a better 
foundation than the other. 


Presbztery Their Inſtarices are from the men- 


tion made in Scripture, of Preſbytery 
and Preſbyrers, or Elders, and the 
name of Bi/ſbop applyed to them. We 
read, 1 Tim. 4-14. the laying on of 
the hands of the Preſbytery : But 
what evidence is there 1n this to de- 
monftrate, that the power of ordi- 
nation was put into the hands of 
meer Presbyters? For firſt, it is a 


queſtion, whether this /aying ow of 


hands was for ordination here , or 
for ſome other purpoſe ; Secondly, 
when that is granted, it is a queſtion 
whether the word Preſbytery here, 
imphes the office to which T imothy 
was ordained, or the Perſons ordat- 
ning 
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ning him, for both interpretations 
are admitted : Thirdly, admit the 
Perſons ordaining are meant, yet 
never can it be proved they were 
meer Presbyters ; for beſides that, 
the word Preſbytery, or Elderſhip 
included, the Apoſtles, and all the 
chief Rulers of the Church, (1 Per. 
$-1. who am alſo an Elder, and John 
Ep.2. v. 1. Ep.3.v. 1. the Elder) St. 
Pax! ſaith expreſly, he laid hands on 
Timothy," Tim. 1.6. Neither can they 
in . all Scripture, give one inſtance 
of Impoſition of hands for Ordinati- 
on] permitted to meere Presbyters 
alone. 
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So for the places (alledged by Flgers and 
them) mentioning Bi/beps and Dea- Pitdops. 


cons onely, as the Miniſters of the 
Church , Phil.1.1. or calling them 
firſt Elders, and then preſently Bi- 
ſhops, Tit.1.5.8, Alt; 20.17.28. 1f 
| we ſay, that in theſe and the like 
| places, thoſe firſt Elders ſet in the 
{ Churches, newly planted, were Bi- 
ſhops properly ; or that the Elders or 
Bike there mentioned, were of 
both ſorts, ſome Biſhops properly, 
ſome inferiour Presbyters, the Ad- 
E verſarics 
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evidently: or if in the third place, 


we ſhould grant them what they 
aime art, that theſe were onely Pre(- 
byters, it would be nothing to the 
purpoſe, unlefle they could directly 
ſhew the power of Ordination and 
Government over thoſe Churches 
fully comnutred to them. For ſup. 
poſing thoſe Elders to be ſuch Prel. 
byrers, the name Bsſhop might be 
appliable ro any of them, in as 
much as he had over-ſight of any 
flock : which Name was appropria- 
red after ro the more Generall Pa- 
itor, who- had overſight of the 
Presbyters, and particular Flocks, or 
Congregations within ſuchPrecinas, 
And what marvail is it, if the :diſtin- 
ion of theſe two ſorts of Elders or 
Biſhops, did not, nay could not ap- 
peare ſo clearly in the beginning of 
the new planted Churches, and 
whilſt the Apoſtles were on earth 
governing the Churches, as it did 


#frer the Churches were enlarged, 


and the Apoſtles pone off> Then 
clearly appeared, who ſucceeded 
ter), and how far in that ordinary 


power 


" 
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power Which was to continue in the * 
Church. For our Saviour left his 
Apoſtles with full power (extraor- 
dinaty and ordinary) for the plan- 
ting and propagating his Church 
through the World. The ordinary 
power they were to leave unto 
others after them, for continuing of 
hisChurch eo theWorlds end,viz the 

wer of Reconciliation in theMiniſtry 
of theWord &Sacraments,the power 
of ordarning and ſending others, and 
the power of jwri/diFton and govern- 
ment, Flow, and into what hands 
they communicated theſe ſeveral] 
powers, That's the queſtion. 

Some of the «Ancients apprehend 


it thus, That they committed the £7" 
whole power to thoſe firft Elders Church by 
they placed in every City where the _ 

, Church was planted, ſo that thoſe 


firſt Elders were properly Biſhops, 
having power to ordain other Mini- 
ſters and Labourers, as the encreaſe 
or extent of the Church requized, 
Other Fathers, or ancient Writers, 
ſeem to apprehend thoſe firſt Elders 
to be meer Presbyters, to whom the 
whole power was not ,committed ; 
E2 but 
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” but that afterwards upon the en- 


creaſe of the Church, other ſpeciall 
Men were intruſted with it to ordain 
others, as need required, and as Ge- 
nerall Paſtors to rule and over-ſee 
the whole Church, with all the par- 
ticular Congregations and Presby- 
ters, or inferiour Paſtors belonging 
to it, Either way is ſufficient for 
eſtabliſhing the Epiſcopall power 
and government, and the Adverſa- 
ries thereof, as they cannotdiſprove 
it, if we ſay thoſe firſt Elders were 
Biſhops properly; ſo neither will 
they gain anything, if we grant 
them in courteſy thus much, that the 
firſt Elders were meer Presbyters. 
For ſee briefly what they can fay 
againſt the firſt, or draw from the 
ſecond. 

Againſt the firſt they uſually ſay, 
1. If thoſe Biſhops at Phi/ipps were 
ſo properly, then were there more 
than one Biſhop in one City or 
Church : Anſw. This indeed was 
abſurd and incenvenient, and never 
ſuffered in the Church inlarged and 
eſtabliſhed, but in the Church Na- 
{cent or beginning it might be very 
reaſo- 


| 
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reaſonable by way of proviſion for * 
the fatare enlargement & eſtabliſh. 
ment of that Church. So we find 1 2. 
Apoſtles left in the Church of 7erw- 
ſalem by our Saviour, in order to 
their propagating and governing the 
Church through the whole World : 
And ſo in ſome great Cities, where 
and from which the Goſpel mighe 
ſuddenly ſpread it ſelf, the Apoſtles 
might proviſionally leave more than 
One Elder veſted with power for the 
ſupply of the Church enlarged. 
Secondly, Ifthe Elders or Biſhops 
mentioned in thoſe places, were Bi- 
ſhops properly, veſted with ſuch 
power, then would the Apoſtle alſo 
have remembred the other ſort of 
Elders between them and Deacors. 
Anſw. But what if there were not 
yet in that Church Elders or Presby- 
ters of the ſecond ſort? For no 
Church at firſt was full. Or if chere 
were ſuch in that Church,why might 
he not ſalute both ſorts under that 
general name, Biſoop ? Thirdly : Buc 
then the Apoſtle did not di- 
{incly ſer down the Office of the 
one or the other, for having ſer 

hs E 3 down 
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" down the office of a Biſhop, he pre- 
ſently goes to the Deacon, 1 Tim.3. 
Tit.1.5. Anſw. It was not the Apo- 
ftles purpoſe in thoſe places, diſtin. 
ly to ſet down the Office of Elders, 
nor of Deacons, but the general 
qualification of the Perſors to be ad- 
mitted wv thoſe Offices, We may 
ask of chem, Where has the Apoſtle 
diſtinly ſet down, or deſcribed the 
Office of a Lay-Elder? They are 
fain to force. it out of one word Ks. 
ling (1 Tim. 4. 17.) which belongs 
ro the Preaching Elders, as they well 
acknowledge. In the places above 
mentioned, the Apoſtle gives, as 1 
faid,qualifications fitting the Perſons 
of both ſorts of Elders (that then 
were, or ſhould be, in the Church ) 
for the duties there hinted, reaching, 
ruling, do belong to both ſorts of 
Elders, but with Subordination of 
the one to the other. And ifrhey 
will have the word rule (1 Tim. 4. 
17.) inſinuate a diſtin&t Offiie of 
Elders from the preaching Elders, 
without any intimation of ſuch an 
Office any where eſſe in Scripture, 
why might not we ſay with more 
. reaſon. 
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reaſon, that the ſame word in the, 
forementioned place (1 Tim. 3.5.) 

belongs to Biſhops of both ſort:, ac- 

cording to their order and ſtation, 

tO rnule Or take care of the ( hurch of 

Ged ? Eſpecially ſeeing we ſhew 

ellewhere in the ſame Epiſtle, ſuch a 

Prelacy or ſupereminent power of 

rule given to Timahy diſtinctly from 

other Elders : as Lay hand: ſuddenly 

01 #0 man, Rebuke not an Elder — 

receive no accuſation againſtlanE lder, 

&c, cap. 5.v. 19.22. Luke ſpeciall 

power given to7 :t«4,45 we ſee in that 
E pile, beſides all the aRts of ordi- 

nary power exerciſed by the Apo- 

ſtles, and not communicated in g£Cc- 

neral to Presbyters, And fo the 

exbortation of the Apoltle, Atts 20. 

28, might generally fit both ſorts of 
Elders or Biſhops (ſuppoſing thoſe 

of the inferiour rank preſent there) 

that chey ſhould all of them feed the 
Flock according to their ſeveral fta- 

tions, and in that ſubordination of 
Rule which was in the Church. 

Bur if we grant them, that thoſe 
Elders or Biſhops in the above cited 
places were not Biſhops properly, 
E 4 buc 
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No exam® byt ordinary presbyters : What can 


ple or pre 


cept in 


they draw from thence advantagious 


Scriprure either to the (Jaſ1icall Or C ongrega- 


verlaries 


tional prerenſion,when as there is no 


pretenfion- jnfſtance in all Scripture of the Power 


veſted in a Claſlis or conſiftory of 
Presbyters, or in every particular 
Congregation : but on the contrary 
where ever there is mention of the 
exerciſing of the power (for ordina- 
t509 by laying on hands,or for? «ri/ds- 
ttion 1n rebuking Or receiving accuſa- 
ton againſt an Elder in rejetiing Here- 
:4ks »r the like ) we find it always done 
by che Apoſtles, or ſpecial men ap- 
pointed thereunto,as Timothy, 7 itms. 
Nor is it to any purpoſe to reply (as 
they doe) Theſe were extraordinary 
men , Apoſtles or Evangeliſts, and 
fo exerciſed that power as ſuch : For 
albeit in the office of Apoſtle and E- 
vangeliſt there was ſomething extra- 
ordinary, and ſuppoſing Timothy & 
Titus may paſſe under the Title of 
Evangeliſts, yet the power (of ordi- 
nation and Juriſdiction) was ordina- 
ry, and to continue in the Church, 
and to be communicated - unto others 
as was moſt convenient : What help 
therefore 
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therefore can the Adverſaries have » 
in the Apoſtles and Evangeliſts being 
extraordinary perſons, unleſſe they 
can ſhew the power did ordinarily 
belong to, and was exerciſed by the 
company of Presbyters : or elſe de- 
monſtrate it was left in their hands 
by expreſſe and peremptory order 
from the Apoſtles. So that here they 
( would be non-ſuited, laying their 
plea only by Scripture againſt Uni- 
verſall Tradition, and practice of the 
Church ; 'for the Scripture ſtory 
goes not downe to the departure of 
the Apoſtles : Now after they were 
gone off, it clearly appeared by the 
practice of the whole Charch in. 
what hands the chief power and Go- 
vernment was left,viz. not to Pres 
byters in common , but in ſpeciall 
; hands, according to the inſtances and 
{ examples of the exerciſing that pow- 
er in the Apoſtles Time.. The Anci- 
ent Records alſo which continue the 
Church ſtory from that Time , give 
us the ſucceſsion of Biſhops from rhe 
8 Apoltles in the rgore eminent Chur- 
ches, as feruſalem, Antwch, Rome, 
Epheſus , Corinth, and this practice 
E5 and. 
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and ſucceſsion ſerled before St.37hn 

the Apoſtle dyed. 
Thealtee Al} which, as it clearly ſhewes 
170". Choſe ſeverall Angels of the ſeverall 
govern= Churches, to whom our Saviour by 
men; ro" Saint 7ohn did write , could be no 0- 
ranto ther then ſuch Biſhop*, having chief 
_— care of and rule in thoſe Churches, 
nable, & therfore more chargeable with the 
Corruptions prevailing in them : So 
doth it clearly convince that plea of 
the Adverſarwes, which amounts to a 
charging the firſt Biſhops with Uſur- 
pation and invaſion upon the right 
of Presbyters, or particular Congre- 
gations, to be a conceit alropether 
unreaſorable; for it is beyond all I- 
magination, that Saint John wou!d 
have ſuffered ſuch an invaſion, or 
that thoie firſt Biſhops, who conver- 
fed with the Apoſtles and were their 
diſciples, ſhould make ſuch an inva- 
ſion, and immediately ſubvert the 
Apoſtolicall order pretended for the 
Presbyterian Confiſtory : Or that 
thoſe Arſt Biſhops, being hely men, - 
and many of them Marty (for ſtill 
we finde the heathen Perſecutors 
forght chiefly after the Biſhop of 
che 
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the Church , that the chief Paſtor, 
being ſmitten the flock might be 
more eaſily ſcattered) ſhould be ſo 
ambitious and unjuſt; or laſtly, that 
the Presbyters then ſhould be fo 
tame, as not once to complain of the 
wrong done them, or to tranſmit 
their Proteſtation apainlt it to Poſte= 
rity. 

To conclude this Tryal by Scri- 
ptare ; It comes to this iſſue : The 
Adverſaries were bound to ſhew di- 
ret Authority of Scripture againſt 
Epiſcopal Government, it. being in 
poſſeſlion , eſtabliſhed by the conti- 
nued Authority of this Nationall 
Church, and which is more , by the 
perpetuall practice of the Catholick 
Church ; againſt this it was expected 
they ſhould bring ſome places of 
Scripture, forbidding that power of 
Ordination and Jurildition to be 
committed to ſp-ciail hands, ſuch as 
Biſhops properly taken: or commen- 
ding it to the Conſiitory of Presby- 
ters, or ſome inſtances at leaſt of that 
power exerciſed by ſuch a company : 
Whereas all they can evince out of 
Scripture, is, that there were Preſ- 

byters 
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S>yrers (riftly ſotaken, and of the 


inferiour rank) which being granted 


them, we ſhew there was a Prelacy 
ſtill over ſuch Presbyters ; ſtil] there 


were ſpecial men, that had an inſpe- 
QRion and rule over them; and 
when the Apoſtles went off, the pra- 
Giſe of the Church ſhewes the 
power was left in the hands of ſpe- 
cial men, called Biſhops properly : 
So that the Government of the 
C harch by Biſhops, appears (as was 
faid above) conformable, not onely 
to the Univerſal practiſe of the 
Church, after the Apolties time, but 
alſoto the Word of God, 1.e.to the 
praiſe. and patterns we have there, 
x. of our Saviour appointing twelve 
Apoſtles , and beſides, and under 
them ſeventy Diſciples of a lower 
rank ; 2. of Apoſtolical practiſe, by 
which we find the power exerciſed 
by ſpecial Elders, yz. the Apoſtles 
themſelves, or other choice men ap- 
pointed thereunto by them ; where- 
as all Elders had-power of the Mini- 
ſtry ofthe Word and Sacraments : 
3. of the ſeveral Angels of the ſeve- 
ral Churches, to whom the Epiſtles 

were 
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were directed, Rev. c.2. & 3. which 
is the laſt inſtance in holy Writ to 
this purpoſe. 

Laſtly , The Government of the 


| Church, by Biſhops, was ſaid above E 


ilce _ 
| to be moſt apreeable to the reaſon © molt 


| of Church-government, for preſer- 


agreeable 
to the rea- 


| ving Unity, and excluding Schiſm, ſon of 


| This is very obvious in the writings 
| of the Fathers: St. (yprian had 
much to do with the Novatian Schiſ. 
maticks of his time, which cauſed 
him to write many Epiſtles upon 
that occaſion, and a Book. intituled 
De Uniate Eccleſie; wherein he 
ſhewes the Unity of the Church, as 
to the preventing of Schiſme, ſtands 
much upon this, that there be one 
Biſhop in one Church. St. Hitrom 
(whom they of the Presbyterian 
perſwaſion-take for their beſt friend, 
becauſe he ſtrives to advance the 
Order of Presbyters as much as he 
can, yet) as he denies the power of 
Ordination belongs to Presbyters, 
ſo he acknowledges , that Biſhops 
were appointed over Presbyters to 
keep out Faction and Schiſm ; that 


the people ſhou!d not ſay, as = 


rch- 
governs 
ment. 
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© did at Corinth, / amof Paul, 1 of A , 
pollos— I of this Teacher, I of that. 
And for his ſaying of Presbyters, 
that they did anciently communt con» 
filio,with joint advice rule the Chur- 
ches, is not to be underſtood exc/a- 
ſive to the Biſhop, for ſuch a time 
was never known in the Church, but 
joyntly with him as his Council : ſo 
were the Preſbrters Civitatu to the 
Biſhop; and their advice was more 
uſed (and there was more caule for 
it) before the many Canons and de- 
crees of Councils gave rule in moſt 
particulars what the Biſhop ſhould 
do : as it was by thattime S. Ferom © 
wrote : and whatever he faith for 
the advancing of the order of Preſ- 
byrers, it is but to ſet them above all 
Deacons (even thoſe that immedi- 
atcly attended on the Biſhop, and, it 
ſeems, carried themſelves too high) 
it is not to equal them to Biſhops, 
whoſe Prelacy St. 7ereme acknow- 
ledged, and thought it very neceſſa- 
ry for this purpoſe of keeping out 
Schiſm, which the Parity of Predby- ( 
ters would expoſe it to. 


And I would appeale to the rea- 
ſon 
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fon of any of that perſwaſion, whe. 
ther it were not more convenient 
and neceſſary for keeping all in or- 
der, to have one aped, grave, lear- 
ned, and experienced in the way of 
the Church, to-be the ttanding Mo- 
derator of the Claffis or company 
of Presbyters, than to change their 
Moderator year by year, and leave 
the place open to every young un- 
experienc'd Presbyter,that can make 
a tation to advance him unto it; I 
have heard this inconvenience com- 
plained on by ſome of the new ere- 
Red Clafſes: whereas a Biſhop be- 
ing ſuch a Moderator as is fixed, and 
above all competition, is more ena- 
bled ro keep all ordinary Presbyters 
in their ſtation, and within their 
bounds, And then again, | would 
demand, whether the Apoſtles, who 
compl-ined of Diviſions, as in the 
Church of Corinth, and of fallie 
Teachers there and el{where, were 
not careful to provide the moſt rea- 
ſonable Expedient in government 
apainſt them ? It cannot be der yed ; 
and upon this ſcore, and to thus very 
end of preſerving Schiſin, it _ 
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* bethought otherwiſe, but that the 
Apoſtles gave beginning to this Go- 
vernment throughout the Church, c 
1. Notwithſtanding thoſe of the 
Claſticall perſwaſion, bear them- 
ſelves much upon Mr. Blondels Col- 
leRtions : whoſe pains might have 
been better implyed to the uſe of the 
Church upon ſome other Argument, | 
For in this it is impoſſible to drive { 
outof Antiquity (though ranſaked 
over agaih) any more to the purp ſe 
of the Presbyterian claim, than has 
been already acknowledged, and the 
weakneſs of it diſcovered, viz. That 
it ſeems to be the judgement of ſome 
Fathers, that the name Bop was at 
firſt common to all Elders, and that 
thoſe Bs/bops mentioned Phil. 1.1. 
1 Tim.3. Tit.1,. were Presbyters, or ' 
Elders of the ſecond rank. But what 
advantage is this to the cauſe they 
would eſtabliſh , without proving 
alſo, that the power of Ordination 
and Government (which we appro- 
priate to Biſaops ſtriftly taken) was 
communicated to Presbyters in com- 4 
mon ? To the witnelling of this, it is 


r.07 poſſible ro force Antiquity, no 
not 
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not S. Jerome alone. All thar ſeems 
to ſpeak any thing that way,amounts 
but co this ; that they were uſed in 
the Government, and things done 
with their adviſe and counſel: & that 
they were more uſed in Ages before 
St. Jerome, than in his time; and 
there was ſome reaſon for it (as 1 
faid) becauſe by that time proviſion 
was made in moſt Caſes by the many 
Canons and Conſtitutions of the 
Church. 

There are ſome ſlight exceptions 
and allegations they make, which 
are fit onely to take with the igno- 
rant; as that we had our Biſhops 
from Rome, but they deſire to eon- 
form to other Reformed Churches 
which want Bifhops. They,that can- 
not diſtinguiſh the Times, feveral 
conditions and concernments of the 
Roman Church may be ftartled at 
every mention made of Rome : but 
we are not aſhamed to acknowledge 
we thence received Biſhops, from 
whence we received the Chriſtian 
Faith : both went together (ſame 
Faith, and ſame Government) firſt 
in the Brits, then in the Engii/b 

ON 
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Converſion of this Nation ; andin- 
deed, in all Nations where Chriſtia. 
nity was planted. In the time then 
of Gregory the firſt, Ordination of 
Biſhops wes here reczived with the 
Faith, and ever fince has been conti- 
nued from hand to hand in this Na- 
tionall Church, Of this ſeeming pre- 
judice more largely Tr.2 c.4,5. But 
to return the Enquiry upon the New 
Paſtors of the New Churches (Clab 
ficall or Congregationall.) If it 
ſhould be demanded, Whence have 
they their Ordination ? They cannot 
give any reaſonable account , nor 

id up their heads in the deferce of 
their Paſtors and Churches againſt 
any Remanst, much lefle againit any 
true Engliſh Proteſtant or obedient 
Son of this Charch , Challenging 
them of Schiſm in departing from 
their lawfull Governors and Paſtors, 
and taking to themſelves a Power 
never given them, 

As for the Reformed Churches 
which have not Biſhops, their defe&t 
is nothing comparable to the fulneſs 
of the whole Catholick Church , to 
the practice of which they ought in 
all 
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all reaſon to conform : Eſpecially * 


ſeeing thoſe Churches had bur tu- 
multuary Reformations ; and no 
marvel then if they were not fully 
regular in their conſtitution. Nor 
does the example of thoſe Churches 
come home to the Caſe in hand ; 
there being a wide difference be. 
tween Wanting of wot having Bi- 
ſhops, and caſting them out when 
they have them ; B:ſides this all che 
forreign Churches approved Brſhops 
in this Church, and their moſt lear- 
ned men acknowledged a want in 
their own, excufing it as proceeding 
of xeceſſity rather then choice, as Tr, 
2c.3. Nor can it juſhfie thoſe that 
divide from us to ſay they joyn with 
other Reformed Churches ; for firſt 
they muſt anſwer for the Schiſm in 
forſaking the Communion of this 
Church ; and as their Cafe is not the 
ſame with that of the Churches a- 
broad, ſo cannot thoſe Churches 
juſtly receive them, having broken 
the Communion of this. Therefore 
was it fo carefully provided for in 
many Councils of the Ancient 
Church , that none ſhould ctravail co 
any 
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CXVII. 
E xceptr” 


ons n 
ard of 


any forreign Church without his 
Communicatory letters to teſtifie his 
Communion with the Church he 
came from, before he could be re- 
ceived to Communion in the Other. 
And this to preſerve Unity. And 
thus much ronching the Govern- 
ment, 

Now to the uſuall exceptions made 
againſt the Communion of the 
Church of England in the point of 


the publick Pablick Forſbip, the Liturgy, adnes- 


worſlyp. 


niſtration of Sacraments, Rites and 
Ceremonies uled in this Church ; by 
reaſon whereof covild not (as 


they pretend) Worſhip God purely. 


in Spirit and Trath. This Aſſembling 
or meeting together, and joyning in 
the publick divine Service, eſpecially 
in the participation of the Sacrament 
or Euchariſt, is indeed the witneſſing 
and exerciſing of that Communion 
which is and muſt be held berween 
all the Members of the ſame Church: 
So they. A, 2.42. in ſuch duties 
and in breaking of bread : So the A- 
poſtle calls earneſtly for it, Heb.10. 
25.and cep.13.15 and infinuates the 
Communion of them that are in the 

Church, 


—of England and Rome, crc. 


Chu: by their eating and partaking of 


One Altar(v.10.)the participation of 
that Alrar being the Eucharift. And 
nc to this expreſsion, was the 
phraſe of the ancient Church (213; 
and 12s 5% luorarnels) to be within 
or without the Altar, 5 e, in or out of 
the Communion of the Church, and 
tO ſer wp Altar againſt Altar, 5.4. a 
new Communion againſt the Com- 
munion of the Church. Laftly, the 
Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 10, 17, One Bread, 
One Boay : the joynt participation 
of One Bread, ſhewes them to be of 
one Body , holding the Unity'of the 
Church; and withall, it ſhewes what 
a dangerous thing it is for any to 
abſtein cauſleſly, or to ſeparate from 
the Communion of the Church of 
which they are Members. - 

Bur ſee in particular what they pre- 
tend as Cauſes of their Separation. 
There is indeed nothing alledged 
now, but has been before by the 
Contentiow, which have diſturbed 
the peace of this Church from 
Time to Time, and has been of- 
ten at large, and learnedly reſu- 
ted , and thoſe that underſtand 

themſelves 
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* themſelves, being not ſwayed with 
faction and paſhon , have received 
ſatisfaRtion ; bur becauſe my intenc 
5 till co afford ſome preſent ſatisfa- 
ion to them that are now troubled, 
and more eaſie to be wrought upon, 
1 ſhall briefly and plainly ſpeak to 
thoſe exceptions againſt ourChurch- 
communion, which uſually prevaile 
wich ſuch perfons. 

Our Li» Firſt that our Liturgy or Com- 


turgy hovy 
agrecing Mon Prayer was taken out of the 


with the Maſſe- book. This is of the ſame 
Mats ſeaſoning with that of our Biſhops 


derivifig their ordination fromRomwe, 
fir onely to diſtaſt the weak, who 
are offended with any thing that 
ſmells of Rowe ; But as we faid of 
Biſhops, we had them from that 
Church, from which we received the 
C hrittian Faith, and then when we 
received it; ſowe fay of our Litur- 
gy. it has no more of the Maſſe, or 
publique fervice of the Romſh 
Eburch, than was received and con- 
tinued from the Ancient Charch,and 
was agreeable to the Chriſtian faith. 
And to retein ſo mach, was accor- 
ding to that Chriſtian Prudence and 
Charity 
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Charity uſed in our Reformation, 
that would have no more oppolition 
to them we were forced to differ 


* from,tl.en muſt needs, Whatever the 


prevailing Errors and Corruptions 
of After-times had brought into 
their Maſs, Reformation caſt out : 
And ſome of thoſe learned Biſhops 
and Clergy, who were chief inſtru- 
ments of the Reformation , and 
Compoſers of our Liturgy in that 
frame it had, ſealed the Reforma- 
tion, and their renouncing of Popiſh 
Errors with their Bloud : and we 
challenge them to ſhew | any ſuch 
Popiſh corcuption reteined in our 
Liturgy : and might think it enough 
to oppoſe the judgement of other 
Reformed Churehes approving it, 
with which they might alſo reit fa- 
tished, it they did not too much 
value their own, But more particu- 
larly : Two things are conſhderable 
m Litarg), Aatter and Frame. 


For the Matter or things prayed & XVIK 


Lawtulnes 
and fulneſs 
ot our 
to be contrary to found dorine, or Lirurgy Þ 


unfitting for Chriſtian men to begs 


for, or ſpoken there, we are aſſured 
they cannot ſhew any one particular 


to th c 


midcirter, 
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' of God, and to ſpeake in the ſerving 


and Glorifying of him. All ſuitable 
to the ends and purpoſes of the pub- 
lick Aſſemblies, and reaſon of pub- 
lick Worſhip; which will appeare if 
we conſider the Frame,which implies 
two things, the Order in which it 
runs, and the ſet Forms in which e- 
very thing is expreſſed. As to the 
Order in which it is framed , what 
could be more to the purpoſe of holy 
meetings and Aſſemblies > Where 
Chriſtians come together Firſt , to 
confeſſe their ſins in the preſence of 
God, then to heare the promiſe of 
the Goſpell to their comfort ; accor- 
dingly after ſome ſhort exhorration, 
Confeſſion is made,and then a general 
Abſclution pronounced to all that are 
truly penitent, Again Chriſtians 
come tvugether to prayſe God; there- 
fore Pſalmes are read before, and 
Hymnes uſed after each Chapter : 
ſtill concluding the Pſalmes and 
Hymnes with the Doxology, or giving 
Glory to the whole Trinity, Father 
Son and Holy Ghoſt ; Furthermore, 
They meet to ſhew themſelves Chri- 
ſans, and that they Worſhip God 

in 
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in Chrilt,.Not only by concluding all } 
their Prayers in his name, bur alſo 
| by expreſfle profeſſion of the ( briſtian 
Faith, according to the Apottles and 
Nicene Creed, to the actuall renoun- 
cing of Hereſie againſt che Perſon of 
our Saviour Chriit, Chriſtians alſo 
meet to give thanks for blellings 
they received, and to beg what 
| they need: accordingly there are ſe- 
verall prayers and Swupplications for 
the neceſhties of the Congrepation, 
with Imterceſſions for others : So the 
Apoſtle enjoyns 1 Tim.2.1. Laſtly, / - 
They come together to hear and re- 
ceive inſtruton, for which the 
Word is both read and preached : 
beſides, a continuall repeating of the 
ten Commandements, with a fuita- 
ble deprecation ſubjoyned to every 
Commandement. W hat can be more 
full, uſeful and comfortable 2 
The way of Worſhip, which they 
that are gone from us ule, as it 15 
defective in many of theſe (as Ab/o- 
[ntion, Hymnes,profeſſion of Fauth,re* | 
( peating the Commandements of God) 
ſo what they have of Confeſlion, 
Petition or Thankſpiving, is requceld | 
t or | 


i 
| 
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! or ſhuffled up into one continuall 


Prayer, which, admit it be not defc- 
Rive in thoſe three, yet does it not 
in ſo convenient a way as theChurch 
of Engl. Coes in diſtin&,ſeverall,con- 
ciſe Formes. For ſo it is more intel- 
ligible to ordinary capacities, becauſe 
delivering every part (Confeſſion, 
Petition, T hanſgiving) more diſtinct- 
ly : alſo it is more for the holding 
up intention of the ſpirit, which 1s 
more dulled with one long continued 
Prayer, wherein thoſe patts are con- 
fuſed, than if it were broken into ſo 
many ſeveralColeRs orPrayers.lbave 
heard ordinary people acknowledge 
it, and ſhew themſelves ſenſible of 
it, complaining, not onely of the de- 
fe of thar Service (for they obſerve 
they heare not the Lords Prayer, 
Creed, Ten Commandements,as for- 
merly) but alſo of the confuſednrſe 
of ſuch continued Prayer, which 
they could not go along with. were 
not edified by ic : whereas before 
they underſtood ſtill what they were 
about, and by reaſon of the ſhort 
expreſlions of the Churches Prayers, 
and the Reſponſes the people were 
ſometimes 
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ſometimes to make , they remembred | 
many things. And much they have 
to anſwer for it, whoſthrough, know 
not what pretence of the Spirit, or 
ſprrituall gifts, but indeed through 
ſelf-conceit, or ſome fleſhly reſpects, 
have drawn the people from that 
way of Worſhip, which was more 
to Gods glory and their comfort 
and edification, 

But all thoſe parts of publique , vv. 
Worſhip or Liturgy (which 1 have £ Ser Forme 
inſtanced to ſhew the fulneſſe of ofpublick 
that which is uſed in this Church) ©: 
rre delivered in ſit Formes ; That 
they are afraid of, I: they worſhip 
God with the inventions of Man : 

Bur by this reaſon they ſhould be 
afraid to pray their own way, leſt 
they worſhip God with their own 
invention; or to pray with their 
approved , Miniſters, left they wor- 
ſhip God with their inventions ; for 
the Form or Expreſſion ofa Prayer, 
whether Set, or Extemporary 
Conception, is e ally of mans In- 
vention : andif o, ſurely it is bet- 
ter to worſhip God upon a Ser, pre- 
meditate, ws deliberate Invention, 

F2 than 
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than upon an extemporary one. The 
truth is, it is not for man to invent 
that which is of the Subſtance of 
Worſhip, viz. the work,aQ, or Du. 
ty direted upon ſuch a due ObjeR, 
for that is of Gods preſcribing, as 
Prayer : but Anthority may invent 
ſomething for the better managing 
of the work in publique, or for the 
more convenient performance of 
the Worſhip, s.e. of the Act or Du- 
ty preſcribed by God. The Apoſtle 
bids it be done 1n order, decently. and 
to earfication, 1 Cor. T1. »/t. That 
fet Formes way be lo , we are afſu- 
red by thoſe which the Church al- 
wayes had, the Jewiſh Church had, 
as ſee N»mb.6.23, and elſewhere ; 
7obhn 'Baptsſt taught his Diſciples a 
Form of Prayer, and ſo did our $a- 
viour teach his, Zxke 11 1,2. The 
Practiſe of the whole Church has ap- 
proved the' uſe of Set Forms in pub- 
lique; and ſo does the judgement 
and practiſe of Reformed Churches 
abroad. Nay, but they will not be 
ſarisfed unlefſe we ſhew it to be the 
practiſe of the Church in the Apo- 


Jes time, which they do not finde | 


in 
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in Scripture. Nay, but they muſt ,ac- 
cording to the Rule above ſet, not 
expe&t the Church ſhould ſhew ex. 
ample in Scripture for every thing 
ſhe Orders, but they ſtand bound to 
ſhew it is againſt Gods Word,if they 
will not yeild obedience, that they 
may have that warrant againt Au- 
thority, We mr} obey God rather 
then Man, And though we know not 
whether,or what Forms they uſed in 
thoſe firſt Times, (for all things they 
did are not recorded) yet is it no 
marve! it chey did not as then uſe Sect 
Formes, conſidering the condition 
of the Church, ſmall, and unſetled by 
reaſon of Perſecution, or the quality 
of the Perſons miniſtring init, few, 
and of extraordinary perfeQions and 
gifts for the molt part. 

Whatever judgment.theſe men have 
of Prayer in ſetForms,or low corceit 
of them that uſe them : See we low 
Reaſon evinces the /awfz/neſſe and 
expediency of them in publique, and 
therein commends the prudence of 
che Church in appointing them. 
1. As the matter or things prayed 
tor, and the ;nrexrion of the ſpirit or 
F 3 aftetion, 
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f affection, with which they are pray - 


ed for, is ofthe ſubſtance of Prayer : 
ſo the utterance or words are but 
externall to it, and therefore Prayer 
without words, is Prayer truly ; 
Now let the matter of cur Prayer 
be according to Gods will, and the 
Spirit and affeRtion ſuitable thereun- 
to, and accompanying our Peritions, 
it is indifferent whether the expreſ- 
ſion be in our own words, or bor- 
rowed ; whether in Forms before 
compoſed, or upon the preſent con- 
ceived. Leta man prepare his heart 
afore-hand ſuitable to the Forms and 
generall Requeſts, that he knows are 
inade in publique, and God, who is 
not taken with words or varying of 
the phraſe, will hear him, as he did 
the penitent Son, who thought and 
reſolved before-band what to con- 
feſſe, what to beg, 7 will go— and 
ſay— Lube 15.18, and accordingly 
he ſaid when he came into his Fa- 
thers preſence. And as our Saviour 
prayed thrice, ſaying the ſame worar, 
A1at.36.44. fo let the ſame affecti- 
ons and deſires of the heart return, 
or be preſent, they may again be ow» 
tere 
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rered in the ſame form of words : 


And if the forms of the publique ' 


Service do contein (as we ſaid above 
they doin generall) all the requeſts 
ficting to be made, then may they 
ſtill be uſed for the expreſling ſuch 
requeſts and deſires, 

Here, that they may ſeem to ſay 
ſomerhing rather than nothing, they 
reply; That: prayer of the peni- 
teat Son, though ſet and before com- 
poſed, was his own, and ſo was that 
prayer of our Saviour, though ſer, 
and in the ſame words repeated; but 
the ſet Forms of the Church are not 
his prayers that miniſters in the 
Congregation, If he would utcer 
his own prayers, though ſet and be- 
fore prepared, they would joyn 
with him ; for then they conceive he 
prayes, what the Lord has put into 
his minde, whether upon former pre- 
meditation, or preſent conception. 
Theſe ſeem to be the moſt reaſonable 
of all thoſe that are againſt the ſer 
Forms of the Church : tor they ſee 
Reaſon to allow the people ts pray 
in ſet Forms of other mens making, 
and the Miniſter to pray in ſet Forms 
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- of his own, but not anothers com- 
* poſing. Now if they would well ex- 
amine this, they would ſee little Rea. 
fon upon ſuch a difference to quarrel 
with Authority , and at! ſtein from 
the publick Worſhip of God in his 
Church : For no ground in Scripture 
ean they have of ſuch a di{tintion, 
much lefſe warrant npon ſuch a pre- 
rended difference to abſtein from 
Church Communion. Alſo by this 
reaſon the Miniſter ſhould not uſe 
the Lords prayer , becauſe not of his 
own compoting, Again, this 1s to 
place the ſubſtance and effe& of 
prayer in Frame of Words, rather 
than in matter or things prayed for, 
and the ſuitable affeRions of the 
heart : both which may be found 
right in uſing Forms compoſed by 
others.For the matter of the Church 
Forms it is pain, there is nothing 
bur according to the will of God,and 
if he that uſes them prepare his heart 
with ſuitable affeRions,God requires 
no more. The prophet bids, Take 
words with yow — and /ay, T ake a- 
way all Iniquity &c. Hoſ.14.2.1t then 
the heart be prepared wich ſuch mo- 
tions 
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tions and delires as are fitting for 
Confeſſion and petition , is it ſo ma. 
reriall whence we tahe the words Cit 
ther ſupgelted to us by others,as it is 
there,or invented by our ſclve?Sure- 
ly if the people can better underſtand 
the things prayed for, and b<trer 
prepare their hearts with ſuirable 
affeRions, when the ſct Forms of the 
Church are uſed, than they can when 
they hear -the Miniſters Prayer : 
(which they can, by reaſon Thoſe 
Forms contein all neceſſary requetts, 
better than any one mans prayer ca 
probably do ; and becauſe the pub- 
lique prayers being neceſſarily ex- 
preſſed in generals, the people ought 
till, from thoſe general Confeflions 


' or Petitians, to reflet upon their 
own particular S:nnes, 'nfirmities, 


\Vants and Dcfires) it is therefore 
moſt reaſonable the people have the 
Publique prayers in the Set forms, 
with which they are beſt acquainted, 
which ſpeaks the exzediency follows 
wg, 
[1.They are rot Lawful, but Expe- 
dient to0 in publick z; Every parti 
cular man, as he beſt knowes 
F5 his 
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y his private Neceflities, ſo he may 
expreſſe them in private to God 


publique. as his heart ſuggeſts : but in pub- 


lique it is neceſſary that the requeſts 
of and for the whole Congregation, 
ſhould be in general expreſſions, 
ſuch as may comprehend the nece\- 
fries, and concernmerts of all : and 
it: is needful this be done in fet 
forms, prudently and godlily com- 
poſed, not left to the conceptions 
and inventions of ſo many thouſands 
as miniſter in this Nationall Church, 
and are to be the Month of the 
Conr-gation to God ; for though 
fome may do it diſcreetly, yet would 
many inconveniences follow through 
the different performance of others, 
1, Want of Uniformity in the pub- 
hque Worſhip of the os Church. 
2. Defect often in not putting up all 
the requeſts, which are fitting to be 
made, not doing all that is fit to be 
done at publique meetings to the 
o'ory and anatiis of God. 3. Many 
Impertinencies, Tautolopies in ecx- 
preſbon, ſometimes unhtneſs, and 
unlawfulneſs of that which is ſpoken, 
ſuch as the Congregauon no: 
3y 
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fay Amento. A difference there is 
betwixt Liberty in this performance 
of publique worſhip, and of prea- 
ching; for the Worſhip and Prayers 
are preſented immediately to God 
himſelf ; but preaching, though ir 
treats of things pertaining to God, 
yet ſpeaks to the people: To the 
Prayers of the Church, the whole 
Congregation is to ſay Amen : but 
that which is delivered in preaching, 
falls ander trial and examination, 
whether it be ſo : Fer providing and 
delivering a Sermon to the people, 
they have liberty of time as they 
pleaſe, &of uſing what means & help 
they pleaſe: but as for the putting up 
the prayers of the Congregation, 
whereſoever there is a deſpiſing of 


ſer Forms, and an expeRation of 


private Conceptions from the Mini- 
ſer, there the former inconvenien- 


ces will often be run into by ſome, 


through ſelf-conceit of Gifts, and 
Pride of ſhewing them in variety of 
ExpreſTi'o:s and length of Prayers by 
others, through difabi.ity and weak- 
neſs, yet thinking themſelves con- 
cerned in reputation. to follow the 


former, , 
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former, & to attempt the like way of 

a ſegming extemporary lonp Prayer. 

Spirituall Notwithſtanding they plead for 
rt whey Liberty in uſing the ſpiritual Gifts 
with ſub- they have, to the edifyin2 of the 
'h I Church . for to that end they are g1- 
ven,and the Apoſtle bids to uſe them 

to that purpoſe, 1 Cor, 14. True, 

but firit they muſt oblerve a diffe- 

rence between the Gifts then, ard 

now, and know that al! were to be 

uſed with ſubmiſſion to the Church : 

The Gifts then were extraordinary, 

by {pecial afMation or reve!ation of 

the ſpirit: ſpiritual gitts now are 
ordinary, from the operation ard 

motion indeed of the ſame fp.ric, 

bur upon uſe of means. T heretore 

they WLich {trive to order their Al- 

| lemblies according to the particular 
paſſages of that Chapter, doing in 

them, as then was uſe d, cauſe great 
confulion and ridiculous deport- 

ment 1n tneir holy meetings. Iut 
i:condly, if the Apoſtle £11 'e re- 

{tra:nts there /as he doth) ro thole 

tpiritual gifts, though extraordinary, 

T1 ar chey be uſed with ſubmiflion to 

tlie Church, as is thovght fit for or- 

der 
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der and edification , much more the 
uſe of Gifts now ought to be limi- 
ted. Elſe may women that are gifted, 
take the liberty of uſing them in the 
Church ; bur the Apoſtle ſaw Rea- 
ſon to impole Silence pon them in 
the ſame Chaprer, or at leaſt every 
man that has g:fts may uſe them (as 
ſome now plead for the Liberty) to 
the edification of the Church : but 
many of thoſe who are apainſt Set 
Forms, ſee great reaſon againſt that 
r00, thinking it fit (as indeed it is) 
that none ſhould vie their pifts pub- 
Iiquely, bur ſuch as are called, al- 
lowed, and ordained to it by the 
C burch ; and if fo, then alſo ſhould 
they think it fie, that chote, who are 
ſo allowed, as publique Nnitſters in 
the Congregation, ſhould uſe their 
vifts ſo, and in ſuch a way, as the 
jame Church ſees fic and allowes : 
for if theſe will plead hberty of 
uſing their ſpiritual Gifts againſt 
the Conſtitution of rhe Church, and 
that by this 14.chaprer to the Corrs 
thians, then mzy the other with 
as good Reaton plead Liberty 
tur all giiced men; for a!l tha: 

had 
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had ſuch gifts (as here the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks of, and ſeeks to order) might 
have their turn of ſpeaking and uſing 
them. 

But they are both out of the way, 
and inconſequent in their reaſoning 
from this Chapter,not diſtinguiſhing 
Times and Gifts, nor acknowledging 
duly the Authority of the Church ; 
me therefore under pretence of 
fuch Gifts, pleading for Liberty of 
uſing them,thar is, as it ofren proves 
of venting what they pleaſe in the 
Congregation ; whereas they ought 
in all humility, to expet the Chur- 
ches approbation of their Gifts, and 
then know they muſt uſe them with 
ſubmiſſion ſtill ro the Church, in 
ſuch a way as is thought moſt fit for 
preventing the above-mentioned in- 
conveniences, for preſerving Order 
and Unit) in the Church, for ſetting 
forth an Vniformity in Gods Wor- 
ſhip, and upon all theſe reſpects for 
edification of the people. Calvin, no 
friend to Popery, or ſloathfulnefle 
in Miniſters: buta perſon furniſhed 
with 'as great gifts as any of our 
Pleaders for th isLiberty can pretend 
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to, is ſaid to have often wiſhed, that 
all the Churches had one and the 
ſame Form of publique Service or 
Liturgy, and that upon theſe Rea- 
fons, The holding of Unity in the 
Church, and the excluding of No- 
velty, Fation, and boaſting of 
Gifts. 

But ſee whether this Pride of ſpi- 
rir, and ſelf conceit (for I can call it 
no otherwiſe , when once it ſets it 
ſelf againſt the Churches confticu- 


tion without expreſle Scripture) has 


proceeded in ſome, from a deſpiſing 


of the Churches Prayers to an un- Lords 


derſtanding of the Lords Prayer, be- g 


cauſe a Set form, and to a negleing negleRed, 


the uſe of it altogether as far below 
them ; then to a conceiting of 
themſelves ro be above prayer it 
ſe'f, as needing not to pray at a!l, 
Such | have met with, miſerably cut- 
ting themſelves off, not onely from 
the comfort of the prayers of 
Chriſts Church on Earth, bur from 
the benefit of his interceſſion in 
Heaven,and evacuating (as to them- 
ſelves) che eternal Prieſthood of 
Chriſt: for ii they need oot pray,they 
nee 
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/ need not confefle, nor ask forpgive- 


neſſe, nor beg Grace or any ſpiri- 
ruall help, and fo need not the In- 
rerceſsion of Chriſt for obteining 
fuch mercies ; for his being our 
Adwecate 1 Joh. 2. 1. ſuppoſeth our 
Confeſſion of lin, required c. 1 0.9. 
and his being our Hh Prieſt inferrs 
onr coming to the T hrene of Grace, 
Heb 4.16. or cur Coming to God by 
him, Hebr. 7. 25. And as for thoſe 
thar ſo much prize the prayers 
of their owne conception to an 
undervaluins of that, which the 
lord framed and taught us; let 
them conſider how little they de- 
terve his Interceſsion , when they 
come by him to put up their owne 
prayers, deſpiting or wilfully neg- 
jefing his. But we knowing the 
perfection of that prayer, which 
conteins all things ttting to be as- 
ked, doe ofren WA it in the publick 
prayers of the Church, and alwayes 
with our own, that if any thins need- 
full be through our imperfection Os 
mitted in our own, it may be ſupply- 
ed in the uſe of that, and knowing 
thai Chriſt is ready to hear & receive 
the 
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the requeſts of every humble ſpirit, 
which 1s carefull ro doe, and make 
uſe of what he has taught vs, We 
therefore delight to expreſle, or to 
ſum up our delires often in his form 
of words ; for as Saint Cypriaz in his 
expoſition of the Lords prayer, tels 
us, Chriſt when we beg his inter- 
celsion uſing that prayer , will ac- 
knowledge lis own Words, will re- 
member the prayer he taught us, 
Thus much of ſer Forms, amd Prayers 
of the Church. 

They farther pretend, they cannot g xx, 
hold Communion in the publick Exception 
Worſhip of God, according to the 3 _ 4 
way and form of the Church of Ex- Ceremoz 
gland by Reaſon of Rites and Cere. "it 
monies uſed therein. Here they are 
chiefly offended, at the Mabir of the 
Miniſter, ſtanding wp at Creed and 
Goſpel, Ring in Marriage, Croſs in 
Bapt:\m, Kneeling at the Lords Sup- 
per, Bowing at the Name of eſs. 

And the reaſon of their offence is, 

becauſe they take them to be Buy- 

then/ome, and therefore againſt Chri- 
ſtian Liberty, yea, Smuperſtitions,and | 
therefore apainit purity of Wor- 
ſhip. For 


The Caſe between the Charch 


OD r— — — — — — —— 


For the firſt; Where Ceremonies 


offence and complaint, but not of 
ſeparation or breaking Communion: 
St. Augaſtine in his Epiſt: to 7anuar: 
took notice of the encreaſe of Cere- 
monies then,and in part complained, 
they began to be burthenſome; in 
the {burch of Rome, the namber was 
exceſsive before Reformation , and 
ave juſt. Cauſe to complain of the 
urthenſom obſervance of them; but 
that was not any Cauſe of dividing 
Communion, had =y not beene 
(many of them ) burthenſome for 
Weight, as well as for Number, and 
inſupportable by reaſon of apparent 
ſuperſtition. Now the Ceremonies and 
Rites reteined in this Church were 
few for number, and caſed of that 
weight or ſuperſtition that was in 
any of them. The truth is, if the Pre- 
tenders of Liberty of Conſcience do 
therefore quarrel at our Rites and 
Ceremonies, as contrary to Chrilti- 
an Liberty, becauſe appointed and 
enzoyned by the Church, they do 
plaily ſhew they uſe that Liberty as 
a 
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4 Cloak for their unruly and con- 
tentious Spirits, that cannot abide 
the commands of Anthority, bur 
would do every thing according to 
their own deviſing, and will (when 
they have power) impoſe ſevercly 
Orders and Conſtitutions of their 
own ; for ſo they do where they can 
cre ryeir new Communions : im- 
poling Conditions of admittance in- 
to, and of Continuance in that 
Communion, ſuch as they thiok 
good : but ſuch as Chriſt or his A- 
poſtles never required, ſuch as the 
Catholique Church never knew : as 
for example, their Trial by Lay- El 
ders, and denial of Communion or 
Church-fellowſhip, yea, of the Sa- 
crament of Chriſts Body and Blood 
to him that will not undergo that 
Triall, or is not approved by it ac- 
cording to thoſe rules they pleaſe to 
uſe, bur is found unanſwerable to 
that meaſure of knowledge or pifts, 
which they expeRt ; of which and 
other devices of theirs,we may ſay as 
the Apoſtle did, 1 Cor. 11.17. we 
have no ſuch Cuſtome, nor the ( bur- 
ther of God. 

Bur 
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Yat in the Rircs and Ceremonies 


* of the Church of Fnglana they 


finde Swperſtities; and why ? be- 
cauſe ſach Rites and Ceremonies 
were derived from, and abufed in 
Popery unto Superſtition. T hey were 
uled indeed in the Church of Rome 
ſand abuſed too) but derived from 
the Ancient Church, and uſed by it 
ro good purpoſe before Popery crept 
in. Nor is it a good Rule of Refor- 
mation to caſt out whatever has 
been abuſed by Popery ; we need 
not do it to the very ſame individual 
things which have been fo abuſed, 
(excepting Images (as the Brazry 
Serpent) that had objefively 
uſed to Superſtition) for the ſame 
individuall Churches ftand, which 1 
ſuppoſe they hold, were abuſed in 
time of Popery ; much lefſe are we 
bound ro aboliſh all Rites and 
(Ceremonies which have been abu- 
ſed onely in Fþecie, in their kind, the 
indiv:iduall at or performance of 
them under that abuſe being cranſ1- 
ent and not remaining. But the Rule 
of our Reformation was ſtill accor- 
ding to Chriltian prudence & chari- 
tY, 
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mentioned practiſes tend to order & 
| decency,and as far as Ceremonies are 
capable of it, to edification. 

| Thus much the Church has ſuffici- 
| ently declared by her DoRrine,& by 
hundreds of books written upon that 
| argument, that ſhe enjoyns theſe 
Rites and Ceremonies cleared from 
all ſuperſtitious abuſe , exther of 

| yeilding worſhip 0 any wndne oo ett, 
or of affixing any [acrament al E ffi- 
cacy toany of them,or of giving them 

any ſpiritual Vertze, either to Letter 

| the dat),to web they are joyned{pro- 
' felling the duty is good without the, 
though not ſo orderly and reverently 
rformed )or to ſatisfie by ſuch per. 
hen or that ſhe has any other 
ſuperſtitious reſpeCt in the enjoyning 
( of them, but regard onely to the a- 
foreſaid precept for od:y and decen- 
cy,which caſily appeares in the more 
ſolemn 
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Vſeof Ce ſylemn and reverent performance of 
ponent, the duty with theſe Rites than with- 


out them, and for editication, ac- 
cording to the nature of a Ceremo- 
ny, by its ſignification, minding us of 
ſome doty.{fTo this purpoſe, T reat.2, 
c. 7. num. 7. of Ceremonies ſigni- 
ficant.) Peter Martyr ſaid well in 
his Comment on that 14. chap. to 
the Corinths : Ceremonies ave more 
commendable, if they do admoniſh ns, 

(Inftar concienum de alique officie) 
like Sermons of ſome duty. 

As for example,that women ſhould 
be covered in the Congregation, was 
not onely for decency, bur ſignified 
and minded them of Daty, viz. Sub- 
jeRion, as the Apoſtle ſhewes, 1 Cor. 
11. The Ceremony of the Holy 
Kiſle uſed in their meetings, and en- 
joyned by the Apoſtle ſeveral times; 
minded them of that Charity which 
ſhould be among Chriſtians, and reſts- 

fied they had it then for each other. 
So the putting off the Old man, ſo oft 
mentioned in the Apoſtle, was the 
duty : andit was repreſented in Ba- 
priſm , by their parting of Old 
clothes, and putting on New. Such 

ſignification 
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fignification has the white Veſture, 
_— both the People of the holy 
duties they come to,&him that wears 
it, of the holineſſe required of them 
that miniſter in holy Duties. Sran- $..nging 
ding wpat the Creed is for a more vp a: 
ſignificant profeſſion of the Chriſti. &'** 
an Faith, that they acknowledge and 
receive it, and will, by the help of 
God, ſtand to it and defend it: The 
like ſignification is in ſtanding up at 
the reading of the Goſpel. The Ring Ringin | 
ia Marriape added onely as a viſible ap—_— 
Symbol of that Union and Conjun- 
Rion, and for remembrance there- 
of is it ſo carefully kept and worn 
ever after. What the Croſſe in Ba- 
ptiſm ſignifies, and wherefore it is 
uſed, is there and then expreſſed, 
when it is uſed, i» t«ken that the par- 
ty baptized ball not be aſhamed of the 
Creſſe of Chriſt &c. The Ancient .__c... 
Chriſtians uſed to make the ſign of zapriſme: 
the Croſz (upon occaſion) in the 
ſight of the Heathen, to witneſs or 
ſpeak the profeſſion they were of ; 
and I doe not doubt the truth of 
thoſe Ancient Records that tell us 
how God was pleaſed ſometimes ( - 

re 
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the conviction of the Heathen, and 
the approving of theChriſtian profel- 
ſfion)to work a naracle at the making 
that Sign: and what marvel, when for 
the ſame purpoſe he wrought mira- 
culoully at the falling of Peters ad- 
dyw upon the ſick, and at the touch 
of handkerchiefes brought from 
Paul: body, A. 5.15.6 19.12. He 
that purpoſely uſes the ſign of the 
Croſle to work ſupernaturall effects, 
does it without warrant Superftiti- 
ouſly : So be that afkxes any Sacra- 
mental] vertue or ſpirituall efficacy 
to it in baptiſm ; The Church of 
England has no ſuch reſpect, but on- 
ly uſes it as a bare Ceremony, for 
remembrance and tc{tification of 
that which indeed 1s every Chriſtian 
mars cuty, Ties Not to be aſhamed of 
the Creſſe of ( briſt, but te fight man- 
fu'y under hu banxer &c. And truly 
(conſidering what a paſs Chriſtianity 
1s at among us, how the very prin- 
ciples thereof are ſo openly over- 
thrown by Sacriledge, Injullice, A- 
theiſm:that they are likely (if men go 
on) to be forgotten in the next ape, 
that there may now ſcem to be fume 
Caule 
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Cauſe to have the Croft: of Chriſt 
imprinted with fire (as they ſay the 
Ethi pick Chriſtians doe) upon the 
fore-heads of the Children : that 
they may remember ſo oft art leaſt 
as they look in the Glaſſe, that they 
are Chriſtians , and what they pro» 
miſed in baptiſm, 

Kneeling at the Communion , can 
be no compliance with Popery in the 
acknowledging of Tranſubſtantiate- 
on, or Aderation of the Hoſt ; for our 
C hurch has ſufficiently declared a- 
vainſt the doQtrine of Tranſabſtanti- 
ation; which being taken away, that 
Adoration falls. Nor yet is their 
K neeling 1a the Romiſh Church the 
Teit and acknowledgement of Tran- 
ſubſtantiation, or ot that Adoration 
(which they think due to the Hoſt) 
but their falling down, when it 1s 
elevated or lifted up, They do Po- 
pery too much honour, that make 
the devout and lowly behaviour of 
kneeling at the Sacrament, prop?r 
to that Religion, and do ſeem not to 
underſtand themlelves, nor what 
they are about (in that application 
of the ſoulke to God, and the recet- 

G 


ving 


Kneeling 


at the Sas 
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ving from him the greateſt pledges 
of mercy) that think not the moſt 
humble and reverent geſture moſt fir 
for ſuch a Duty, Their ſittiog men- 
tioned, Mark 14.18. As they ſate 
and did eat, &c. does not ſpeak di- 
rectly the geſture they uſed at re- 
ceiving the Lords Supper, bur their 
falling to, or applying themſelves to 
eat the Paſſeover; and whether in 
the receiving the Sacrament they 
uſed the ſame poſture which they 
comonly did at their Feaſts(a kind of 
lying or leaning, more neer £0 a pro- 
ſtration of the Body than our fitting) 
is not certain ; but no queſtion they 
uſed ſuch expreſsions of devotion 
then, as were ſuitable to the preſent 
duty. Nor muſt our application to 
Chriſt now be after ſuch a common 
and familiar way, as theirs was, when 
he converſed with them on Earth : 
They did not then fo pray to him,or 
4thed in bu name, as they did after- 
wards, 76: 16.24, They know Chriſt 
then a'ter the fleſh, tamiliarly con- 
verſing with him, but now we know 
him ſo no more,2 Cor.5.16.He is now 
in Heaven atGodsRight Hand, we on 
Earth ; 


_ , 
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Earth : and if we underſtand Him 
and our ſelves, how, when we are 
admictred to the Sacrament, we are 
applying to God by him, and recei- 
ving from God through him the 
oreateſt benefits : we cannot bot 
think there is cauſe for the greateſt 
expreſſion of our moſt hamble ac. 
knowledgments. 


Bowing at the Name of ] « $0 5, Bowing 
is by che Church appointed to be 2* th 


done ſometimes in publick Divine 
Service, as an acknowledgment of 
his Deity , his Exaltation and Lord. 
ſhip over all, (fer out A, 2.36. 
Phil.2. 11.) and that we are his poor 
devored Creatures, whom he has 
made and redeemed : It is a divine 
worſhip (ſtanding in ſuch inward ac- 
knowledgment and honour, and out- 
ward bowing of the body) given to 
the Perſon of Chriſt, known by that 
Name ; and it is ſtrange if any Chri- 
ftian ſhould deny it lawfull ro wors 
(hip and adore oor Saviour Chriſt at 
any time,eſpecially to doe it when he 
is named,confidering what the Apo- 
ſtle alfo ſaith, Phi/.2.10. which muſt 
needs infer ar —_ it may be 
2 
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done, when he is: named. So here is 
no new Worſhip invented by the 
Church, (for the Worſhip then gi- 
ven is due to God, and preſcribed by 
him) but the performance of it onely 
determined, when it ſhall be given or 
expreſſed, zz. at the Name of 7e/, 
or when he is named, 

As for that precept ofthe Apoſtle, 
Abſtain from all appearance of evill, 
1 Theſ.5.22. which they make a pre- 
tence for their declining of the Rites 
and Ceremonies of this Church : It 


. gives diretion for private pratice 


in, things lefc indifferent co vur 
choice, in the occurrences of hite ;; 
gives no warrant againtt Authority, 
to uſe liberty, in things determined 
thereby, under pretence of appea- 
raxce of evillin them, as laid 7 rear. 
2.cap.1. For here we are ſtill bound 
(according to the Rule often.above 
delivered) to ſhew the thing enjoy- 
ned by Authority, is (not onely in 
appearance, but) indeed evil, in it (clf 
formally, or forbidden by Gods po- 
ficive command, 

Apgain,The Rites,Ceremonies,and 
Practices of this Church, have not 
(to 
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(to any judgement- cleared tram 
Paſſion, Prejudice, or Faction) an 
appearance of. evil 1n, them, 5s. e. of 
Superitition or W il-w orſhip,as they 
fancie 1gnorantly or wilfully, but of 
£00d, 8. e. Of order, decency, reverence, 
devotion, expreſſion of the duty we 
are about, and of the mmternal wor- 
ſhip then yeelded : Of all which, there 
is a fairer appearance in the commu- 
nion of this Church, than in the con- 
fuſed and irreverend deportments of 
their Aﬀemblies. 


Now to the end that b they 7 S. XXII, 


underſtand -not ſo much as they *! 
ſhou'd in the points of Worſhip ard 
Adoration , may better conceive 
what error and offence they run into 
by their cauſeleſſe and inconſiderate 
feare of Superſtition in many juſt and 
lawfull practices of the Chnrch : I 
muſt firſt tell them, chat by their ab- 
{taining from the publick ſervice of 
God, becauſe the Prayers are in Set- 
forms, by their not comming to the 
Communion, becauſe to be received 
Kneclng ; by withholding their 
Children from Baptiſme, rather than 
they ſhould be ſigned with the croſle 
G 3 and 
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and the like , they make themſelves 

guilty of wilfull zegle& of dory to 

od, of obed,ence to the Church, 

and fail into that ſuperſtition, which 

is called Negative: For they place 
Relipion in not doing theſe, account 
themſelves therfore godly and pure, 

and make ſuch abhorring or abſti- 

nence from theſe, a mark of their 
Religion or Se& : And then, thar 

may better underſtand themſelves in 

the point of #or/ſbip, they ought to 

put a difference b-rween the Seb- 

ance , and the Circumſiantials of 

| er = Worſhip. The Subſtance of Wor- 
of VVors ſhip ſtands (as ſaid above) in a due 
up. aQ, (internall,externall) dire&ted on 
the due objet; and this is of Gods 
preſcription : The Circumftantials of 
Worſhip are ſeen in the decent and 
profitable managing of the Worſhip 

tor Time, Place, Order, or the like ; 


cumſtanti- cum ftancially, ad hic C& nunc, tothe 
_ time and place ; The Church has no 
power in the firſt, cannot transferre 

any 
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any religious worſhip upon an undue 
Objet; but has power in the Se- 
cond, may appoint when and where, 
and by whom , and on what occaſion 
the worſhip due to God, and pre- 
ſcribed by him, ſhall be performed in 
publick. For words that are heard, 
and Things that are ſeen, carrying in 
them a remembrance of benefit; and 
duties, and therefore Metives of 
Worſhip to God, who gives the be- 
nefit and expeRs the duty, may de- 
termine our Worſhip to time and 
place, inciting us to perform it che 
and there, when and where we hear 
fach Words or ſee ſuch Things : and 
this is a Circumſtantiall derermina- 
tion of Worſhip, not.an 05jettive. 
When the people heard Moſes j,nance. 
words, they bowed the head and Wor- | 
' ſped, Exod.12.27. What! not the 
| words which Moſes Ipake, but they 
' worſhipped the Lord upon hearing 
ſuch words as conteined ſuch Mo- 
tives of Worſhip. In that Idolatrous 
Worſhip, Dax.3. at the hearing of 
the Inſtruments of Muſick they fell 
down &c, The Worſhip was not gi- 
ven to the ſound, bur at the ſound co 
G 4 the 
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Muſick did onely cirenmſtancia/'y de- 
termine the Worſh p,but cheGo!den 
Image 0bjeftively;and that made the 
Idolatry. So when religious worſhip 
(for the reaſon is alike) is given to 
our Saviour Chrift, upon the hea. 
ring of his name 7eſw , not letters 
and ſyllables of his Name, but the 
Perſon of our Saviour is the Obje&t 
of the Worſhip ; and the naming or 
ſpeaking of his Name eſs (which 
netes his Ferion, and withall carryes 
in it the remembrance of that Salva. 
tion he wrought for us, and there- 
fore the greateſt Motive of worſhip) 
does dctermine the Worſhip Cir- 
cumftantially, #. e. the performance 
of it to ſach a time or occaſion. 

So for Thirgs ſeen , which bear 


* the remembrance of ſuch benefits, 


as may give Afvtive of Worſhip, and 
determine it, not Objefively but this 
way rather then that. The Ark with 
the Mercy ſeat was the ſign and 
witneſſe of Gods preſence, (there / 
will meet with thee , and commune 
with thee, Exod 25.22.) and there- 
fore they worſhipped towards it. 
worſhip 
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worſhip at his foetſtoole. Pſ.99.5 .and 
132.7. So it was called becauſe of 
the ſpeciall exhibition of his preſence 
on Earth. Now the worſhip was not 
piven to the Ark ObjeRively, but to 
God : only that way, or thitherward 
rather then other. Thus Daniel 
prayed towards Jeruſalem — c.6.10. 
And ſhould any (that I may ſpeak of 
Rites not enjoyned by this Church, 
yet practiced by ſome,and no queſti- 
on piouſly) pray as the Ancient 
Chriſtians did, towards the Eaſt, in 
acknowledgement of the light of the 
Goſpel riſen upon them ; or at their 
comming into Gods houſe bow 


, themſelves in ſenſe of the great pre- 


ſe:ce, and of the holy duties they 
come to, and of their own unwor- 
thineſle ; or in their approach to the 
holy Table bow or proftrate them- 
ſeives to the ground,in acknowledge- 
ment of that ſpecial exhibiwon 
Chriſt makes of himſelfe there, 
and in ſenſe of his own unworthi- 
n:G ; what Chriſtian tl.«t under- 
itands himſelf, cou!d accuſe theſe of 
ſ»perſtition and Popery , or not ra- 
ther approve them as fignificant and 

Gy ſcemily 
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feemly expreſſions of Chriſtian de- 
vorion ? 

There is a Cuſtom of uncovering 
the head at the coming in of light, 
if this be done with thankſaleſſe of 
ſoul for the light of the Goſpel, and 
defire of enjoying the light of hea- 
ven, what harm? Is it not lawfull,yea 
Chriſtian-like to glorify God on atl 
occafions ? for the comming in of 
the light is but an occaſional remem- 
brance. Let me put it to them far- 
ther ; ſhould a Papiſt when he unco- 
vers the head or bows the body atthe 
ſight of a Croſſe, doe it out of hearry 
thankfulneſs tro God for redemption 
by Chriſt Crucified ; making the 
Cr«ſſe no obje&t of the Worſhip, bur 
anly the fight of it an occaſional 
remembrance and motive ; would 
there be any thing in this unbeſee- 
ming a Chriſtian ?1 cannot but ſay it 
concerns a Chriſtian often to remem- 
ber, and thankfully to acknowledge 
Gods mercies upon any occaſion : 
and if the inward worſhip (which 
ſands in ſuch due acknowledgments 
of the heart) may upon cccaſionall 
ree nbrances be pyyen, then may 

the 
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the outward expreffion alſo by unco. 
vering the head or bowing the body, 
unlefle predence ont of reſpet of 
time or place forbid it, for Religion 
will not. And to come a little more 
home to thoſe that are ſo ready to 
cry ſuperſtition : ſhould any one of 
them eſcape a ſhipwrack or hazard 


of batrail,or be redeemed out of Tur- / 


kiſh ſlavery; and fo oft as he hears of 
other mens ſuffering in any of theſe 
kindes, or ſo oft as he ſees a ſhip 
ſafe in harbour , or lookes on the 
Armour he wore in that battel , or 
on the Chain he bore in Captivity, 
ſhould he ſo oft uncovering his head 
lift up his heart to God in thankfull 
acknowledgement of the blefling, 
and deſire of farther Protection : 
would there be any thing in this, but 
what beſeems a good Chriſtian, 
when as neither words heard , nor 
things ſeen are made any obje& of 
the worſhip, but accaſionall remem- 
brances,and motives? How much ra- 
ther may this be done, when we hear 
that name, which carries ſalvation in 
it, ſee thoſe things which minde us of 
. the greateſt mercies , and therefore 
may 
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may move us: and all this the more 
if the Prudence and Authority of che 
Ch: has ſo determined. I have enlar- 
ed thisdiſcourſe to inſtances beyond 
the enjoyned Rites and practiſes of 
this Church, co meet with that vain 
plea of ſuperſtition and Popery char- 
ged upon it, for the better counte- 
nancing of the Schiſm made, and the 
facriledge committed in theſe our 
dayes. 

To winde up all. By that which 
has been ſaid, it may appear, what 
is the Carſe of this Error , (which 
carries ſo many ſuch ſeverall wayes 
from the Communion of this 
Church) and what the J{ze of it. 
The Cauſe is their miſunderſtanding 


of the Rule by which they ſhould be 


guided, Firſt of the ſupreme Rxle,the 
Sori/ture, Which for faith and ſub- 
ſtance of worſhip is a ſet and pur u- 
all Rule, not ſo for other matters of 
practice. Secondly, of the next, and 
as | may ſay, Secundary Rule the 
witnefle of Univerſall Cuſtcme, pra- 
tice or Tradition, which (as untol- 
ded above 2.& 13.) is the beft 
exiernall proot of Scripture , ſo allo 

tlie 
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the beſt -expoſitor of it : : bringing 
down nothing as of the ſubſtance of 
Faith and Worſhip , but what is 
clearly grounded on Scripture,. and 
giving clear light to thoſe. darker 
paſſages in ſcripture, which concern 
the beginnings of ſome Pradtſes, 
which were to continue in the 
Church, ag Infaze, baptiſm, Obſer- 
vauon of Lords dey, Eaſter, Pentecs ſb, 
Epiſcoral Government. Thirdly thein 
miſunderſtanding of the Authority 
of the preſent Church , defining in 
matters of faith and worſhip accor- 
ding to dire 5cripture, and decree- 
ix in other matters according to 
prudence : but in both having re- 
ſpec to, and in a due ſort pnided by 
Univerſal conſent, or Tradition of 
the Catholique Church, viz..the Do- 
trines that have been always taught, 
and the Caſtomes or Pradtices al- 
wayes obſerved therein. For let men 
forſake the guidance of theſe Ryles, 
and what remains but the extrava- 
gancie of a private judgement ? and 
what can follow but error upon er- 
ror? and what can be the :ſſve of 
that, but remecileſſe confuſion ? 
Hence 
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Hence bave we fo many private 5n- 
terpretations of Scripture, broached 
inſtead of Cathoelick doftrive; Cir- 
cumſtantials of Worſhip taken for 
Subſtance, and thereupon the law- 
full Worſhip of the Church igno- 
rantly charged with Superſtition, 
And for matters of Praftsce, ſome 
will have all practices obfgrved they 
meet with in Scrip: Some not all, but 
not any elſe, ſave what is there, Lafſt- 
ly. upon the like miſ-underſtanding, 
they cait out the perpetuall govern- 
ment of the Church , but cannot a- 
Free what to ſetup: in this, as in 

Confuſion. many other things, following their 
Error has private judgement, deſtitute of the 
ving paſſed ouidance of the former Rules, and 
bounds. therefore upon neceſlity diſagreeing: 
one deſtroying what the other would 

build ; yet all pretending (for Satas 

ts here an Angel of light) to ſet up 

the Ds/cipline, Scepter, and King- 

dome of Chriſt, and to advance Pu- 

rity of Religion. This was the pre- 

rence of all Sehiſmaticks, and it is the 
Maſter-piece of Satans cunning (as 

above noted, $.8.) to ſet men on 

work under that pretence, but with 

mil- 
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| mif-puided zeal,to purge, reform,re- 
fine a Church, and co out-ftrip o- 
thers in that zeal, till they have 
brought all to confuſton. But we 
ſhoul4 net be ignorant of his devices, 
as the Apoſtle warns them in a caſe 
not much unlike, 2 Cor.2.1 1,for $4- 
tan was there playing his part as a» 
Angel of lizhr,under the prerence and 
covert of ſeverity and ftriqneſſe a- 
Sainſt the Inceftuous perſon; as he 
did afcer in the Novation Schiſma- 
ticks. | 

Theſe his devices we mipht indeed 
have ſeen in thoſe Ancient Schiſma- 
ticks, Meontanifts, Novatians, Dona- 
tiſts : and in thoſe more irregular of 
_ thelaſt Ape, Anabaptifts, Libertines, 
Familiffs, and the like ; whoſe Er- 
rors and Follies were well ſilenced 
by Learned Proteſtant Writers, but 
now broken out again, when that 
which did let (the Civil and Ecclefia- 
ſtical Authority) was takes away, or 
ſo weakned, that it could not ftop 
the inundation of former Errors and 
exorbitant phanſies lowing back up- 
on us from every corner, into which 
they had retired ; and working ap- 
parent)y 
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Confuſion 
& levelling 
upon leycls 
ling. 


parently to confuſion, to a /evelling 
upon leveling, as in the State, ſon 
the Church-government and affairs. 
The conſideration of the firſt is not 
to my preſent purpoſe; but as for the 
buſineſſe of the (nrch and Keligion, 
] cannot but note, How they, who 
firſt pretended to Reformation, (by 
Covenant Obliging themſelves and 
others, and conceiving that (ov. in 
ſuch generall terms, as might engage 
men of all ſeas and perſwaſions to 
joyn with them in pulling down what 
was eſtabliſht, & invading the means 
and revenues belonging to Cathedral 
Churches) did not or would not (l 
pray God they may yet) ſee Satans 
device, by like principles and preten- 
ces, and in ſuch general words to 
have ttill a new Retormation under- 
taken, and to /evel or pul down not 
onely what the former had built, but 
what they had left ſtanding of that 
which was before. The firſt preten- 
ders to Reformation, would calt off 
Zi/hops (their lawfull Paſtors and $u- 
periours) invade their power of Or- 
cination and Government, & have 
their Revenues with thoſe of Dears 
and 


* 


Cn— 


| of England and Rome,ehc. 137. 


and Chapters alienated; Now are 
there riſen up men that would make 
it a part of their Reformation, to 
caſt off the Miniſtry of P>esbyters 
roo, laying open the Office of Teach- 
ing to all gifted men : alſo to take a- 
way their Tithes and maintenance, 
puttiag them to live upon benevo- 
lence, if any will have them far 
their Teachers. And as: the firſt 
had no conſideration of the Ca- 
thedral Churches, no more have 
theſe of the Parechial : but as if all 
other Chriſtians were Infidel; or 
Heathen! N they will gather C huyr- 
ches anew : the ready way to dif. 
ſipate the Church of Chriſt, and 
bring in Confufion : But furthermore, 
as the firſt Reformers of theſe dayes, 
would have no reſpeRt to the An- 
cient practice of the Catholike 
* Church, ſo have theſe as little re- 
rard (and with farre preater rea- 
jon) to the pattern of the other 
Reformation, the Scottiſh Kirk, 
Laſtly, As They firſt caſt our 
Ser-torms , and the Publick pray- 
ers of this Church, ſo Thoſe 
that came after , have caſt out 
their 


132 The Caſe between the C barch | 


— "— — 


their Direfory,will not be bound up & 
by their Rules and Order: but as one bo 
Error begets another, and is bound- 
Jeſs in its progreſs, ſo here from de- ſ ye 
ſpiſing the Set-forms of the Church, £1 
they proceed to an undervaluing the C 
Leords Prayer, as below them ; and 0 
ſome to advance themſelves above | a 
Prayer it ſelfe, as needleſſe to them, C 
x 


in that height of perſeRion they 
conceive themſelves to have attai- 
ned: and this is the chiefe aime of 
Satans device, to bring men by a 
miſguided purſuit of purity and ho- 
lineſſe, to ſuch a pitch of ſpiritual 
pride and ſelf-conceit, as if they had 
already apprebended — which S.P au! 
would not take to himſel{, Phil.3.1 3. 
Nor is it ſufficient to ſay, We are 
notſo: If you are not gone ſo far, 
yet like Principles and Pretences, 
which you went on againſt the Go- ( 
vernment , and Lyturgie of this 
Church, would carry you fo far ; for 
what certain bounds are left to ſtay - 
any, when once ye have pull'd up | 
thoſe, that the above mentioned P 
Rules fixed ? This being done in that 
1p" 
the 
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the way is laid open to others more 
bold and heady, to run on farther. 
Bur Jer me argue it a little with 
you, (you, that pretend to more re- 
£u arity and order in the Claſſical or 
Congregational way, and make ſhew 
of a more quiet ſpirit and temper) 
and challenge you a little, as our 
Saviour did the Scribes and Phariſees 
roundly,( Aat.2 3.) for building and 
garniſhing the Sepulchres of the 
Prophets, and yet perſecuting Him 
and thoſe that llowed Him : not- 
withſtanding his Office and doctrine 
agreed with that of the Old Propher. 
Ler me therefore ask you, have ye 
not the book of Aſartyrs in your 
houſes , and fer ſome price on it ? 
Doe ye not there read of the ancient 
Biſhops of the Primitive Church ſaf- 


Self-Cons 
emnation 

of the Pha» 

rilees.- 


How it 


concern cs 


fering Martyrdom for the truth of theſe days. 


Chriſt > And doc not ye applaud 
them,abhorring the Cruelty of their 
Perſecurors, and ſaying , 1f we had 
been in their dayes we would not have 
been partakers in that blood? Doe ye 
not alſo there read of Cranmer, 
Rid'y, Latimer, with other Biſhops, 
and many of the Clergy - os 

and, 
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Land, ſuffering the flames for that 
truth, which they by 8 juſt Reforma- 
tion had reeſtabliſhed in this Church? 
Doe you not applaud and praiſe 
them, when you read their Acts and 
ſufferings , abhorring the cruelty of 
their Perlecutors , and-ſaying, 1f we 
had been in their dayesr, we would not 
ec. Thus you baild their ſepulchres, 
garniſh and adorne their Monuments 
or Memories, and now examine whe- 
ther you have not done the like to 
thoſe , that followed them, in the 
ſame Office, which they bore in the 
ſame Doftrine, which they taught in 
the ſame reformed worſpip, which 
they reſtored, held, and Sealed with 
ther dlood ; fee if ye have not done 
more then they which flew thoſe 
Martyrs : for ye have not only ſpoi- 
led their Per/ons of all their means 
and livelihood , but alſo taken away 
the maintenance from the Office, and 
(as much as in you) the Office trom 
the Church : a double Sacriledge 
which the Remaniſt that killed thoite 
N__ would abhor to be guilty 
of. 
1 ſpeake this not to the reproach 
of 
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of i any , but to the conviction of all 
whom 1t may concern, that they may 
fear the #/0e our: Sav our there de- 
nounces in- the like caſe, That al 
ſhould be required of that Generation. 
It is juſt with God, when Afer- ge- 
nerations will not take warning by 
the former, but doe the |:ke,to bring 
upon them the — puruſhment, 
and make them bear, what the for- 
mer hag deſerved. And examine I 
beſzech you , how far ye have con- 
ſented to , or approved of the ſhed- 
diag their blood, the ſpoiling their 
perlons,the ſequeſtring their eſtates 
who bave ſuffered in theſe dayes, 
and yet held and caught the ſame 
Religion and Doctrine with thoſe 
former Martyrs: how farre ye have 
had an hand in, or conſented to that 
horrid Sacriledge and devaſtation 
of Church-meanes committed in 
theſe dayes : conclude your ſelves 
ſo far chargeable with the guilt of 
that former Cruelty and wrong 
done to the Martyred Bifhops and 
Clergy in Queen Mare: dayes, and 
of that firſt Sacriledge committed in 
her Fathers dayes : and that ye muſt 
aniwer 
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anſwer for it (by our Saviours rec- 
koning, Mat. 23. 35-) fo much the 
deeper, becauſe ye have not taken 
warning by the former, bur done 
the like ; and added to the puilt of 
Blood, and Sacri , whicty lay 
before upon this , not onely by 
your perſecuting of Them, againſt 
whom ye had no other accuſation, 
than what the Papiſts had againſt 
thoſe Martyrs, their faithfull and 
conſtant holding to the eftabliſhed 
reformation of the Church of EF ng- 
land; but alſo by your ſeizing of 
Church-meanes, and abolſhing the 
Office of the chief Governours of 
theC hurch ; a double Sacriledpge (as 
I ſaid) which neither Rowan/ts nor 
Antient Schiſmaticks would dare to 
commir. 

It 5 worthy our noting, how it 
pleaſed God to ſhew his judgement 
upon Schiſm and Sacriledpe in the 
beginnings of his Church , both 

ewiſb and Chriſtian, to the end that 

is people might ever after feare ro 

doe the like. We ſee Nnmb. 16: 

who they were that roſe up apainft 
Moſes and Aaren, ſaying, Te rake 
200 
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too much wpon you, yt Sons of Levi, 
ſeeing all the (ongregation are holy 
every one of them, the very ſaying of 
theſe Times; and it is plain what 
they committed in ſo ſaying and do- 
ing, Schiſm in departing from their 
lawfull Governours, and facriled 
in breaking in upon, or invading the 
prieſts Office ; and the judgement 
ſhewn upon them is notorious ; 2 
Fire broke cut upon many of them, 
and a Schilm or rent made in the 
Earth ſwallowed np the reſt, So in 
the beginning of the Chriſtian 
Church we find AF. 5. what a fear- 
full judgement was ſhewn upon A» 
nanias and his Wife for withdrawing 
part of that, he had devoted to the 
uſe of the Church ; That they may 
fear who are ſo hardy, as to commit 
greater Sacriledge in taking to their 
private uſe, what others have appli- 
ed to the ſervice of the Church. 


And ſhall I ſpeak the Reſult of my vvty 


Thoughts, ſecretly enquiring , what 


God fuf- 
ters Error 


might be the Cauſe , wherefore it ( much to 
ſhould pleaſe God to ſuffer the provalle + 
Church of Reme to continue in ſo Truth. 
power full condition, notwithſtanding 


all 
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all. the Errors, and profanations 
taught and practiſed therein ? 1 ſaw 
reaſon, wherefore God {whole way 
1s in the Santtuary. P[.77.13. lecret, 
but holy and juſt ) ſhould for the ſins 
and careleſneſſe of Chriftians, tur- 
ning hs grace into wantonneſs, ſuffer 
(after 6co yeares knowledge of his 
Truth) many Errors to enter, and 
prevail generally over the Church, 
and make the word of truth more pre- 
crows ; to the end that they which 
were approved might be manifeſt, 1 
Cer.11, And wherefore he fhould 
tor the diviſions and cares of Chriſti- 
ans, {uffer the Vanity of Mabrmetan 
ſuperſtition to gain ground upon the 
Chriſtian Territories, to the pun:ſh- 
ment of many, and the trial of thoſe 
that were conitant ; But that after it 
teated him to make the l1ght of the 
Golpel-break out, and the truth ap- 
pear in the Reformation , he ſhould 
luffer the Church of Rome with all 
her deteRed Errors | which from the 
Sixt age of Chriſtianity had prevai- 
led) ſhil ro continue in power and 
glory as to the greater part of what 
ic poſſeſſed : beſides chat generall 

reaſon, 
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reaſon, (the lives of Proteſtants too 
much unanſwerable to the Truth and 
light God had opened unto them) 
I can finde no ſpeciall one, unleſle ic 
be the guilt of ſacriledge in moſt pro- 
reftant Charches tumulcuarily refor- 
med ; caſting out Biſhops, invading 
their Office, and ſeizing upon the 
revenues of their Churches. Thus to 
the diſhonour and prejudice of Gods 
Truth, making it a part of their Re- 
formation to caſt out that, which che 
Catholick Church had alwayes care- 
fully obſerved : and was yet com- 
mendably reteined in the Church of 
Rome . Had the Reformation every 
where (as it did in Eng/and)reteined 
the Ancient prayers and form of Li- 
curgy. the ancient Government by 
Biſhops, and not laid hands on the 
meanes of the Church : the Dagon 
of Remiſb Error would every where 
have faln before it. 

If the prevailing of Sets to the 
—_— of this Church be ob- 
J againſt the Regular reforma- 
tion of it : We acknowledge God is 
juſt, and has now covered the face of 
this Church with a Cloud in his hu 
H Anvwer, 
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Anger, and for our fins chiefly, who | 
ſhould have kept the charge of bu | 
Sanftuary, and his holy things : We t 
are ready to receive the charge of a- 
ny Perſonall failings or neg'eRs, in 
the uſe of our power, Office, perfor- 
raance of our Duties according to 
our ſeverall ſtations : yet let them 
know they had not ſufficient Autho. | 
rity to make Reformation ofPerſonal } 
Abuſes ; but if through our ſides 
they ſtrike, as they doe at the Power, 
Office and Fanttion it ſelf, and be. 
cauſe they conceive us unworthy of 
the meanes applyed to the Church, 
will therefore take it to themſelves, 
let them fear what will follow ; and 
what can follow but confalion, both 
from the boundleſle courſe of Error 
finding no ſtay , when once it has | 
paſt the due limits, and from the u- 
ſuall Courſe of Gods juſtice puniſh- |, 
ing deceitfull men with their own 
pretences, feares, and deluſions ? | 
For when once the ſpirit of Error | 
has forſaken the Rule, and broken 
the bounds of lawfull Government 
which held all rogether, has raiſed ſo 
many humors, and impowred ſo ma- | 
ny | 
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ny ſets, what one way (right or Confulion 
oO una- 
wrong) can be agreed on, ſetied, e- jp. 


— 


ftabliſhed ? It is not imaginable with- 
out changing of the Errors and de- 
{tructive Principles, upon which the 
diſcord is raiſed, and continued. And 
what can be the end or 'ſſue ſuitable 
to ſuch proceedings ard to the jult 
judgement of God , but that after 
there has been Levelling upon Levet- 
ling,and every ſet has had its courle 
to the puniſhment of this ſinfull un- 
thankful! Nation, we ſhou'd be cx- 
poſed to the danger of ſome forreia 
power, that will impoſe new Lawes 
and another Religion upon this peo- 

le, if a more generall huowliation 

oe not prevent it? I doe-not mean 
a Faſting for ſtrife as they did, 1/a. 
58.4. (we have had too much of thac 
already, to the greater provocation 
of Almighty God) but a real crue 
repentance , in turning every man 
from bus evil way, and from the vio» 
lence that u« in their hands, as the 
Nimvites, did Jon. 3.8. 

It was the Pretence or fear of the 
Scribes and Phariſees gathered toge- 
ther in their great Councel againſt 

H 2 Chriſt, 
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Puniſhed Chriſt, Yenient Romani— if they 

often with ſhould ſuffer him and bis dorine, | 

Pretences- the Remans would come and take away 
their place and nation, J0.1 1.48. and 
therefore God in his juſt judgement 
did puniſh them (as he threatned, 
Iſa. 66.4.) in chuſing their delu- 
fions, and bringing their feares wp- 
on them ; the Romans did come, and 
therefore come and tooke away 
their Place and Nation, becauſe they 
tooke away Chriſt and oppoſed his 
Goſpell : and to make the eaſier 
way for the Romans to come in, ſe. 
verall factions (as /oſephws tells us) | 


prevailing amongſt , ceaſed not 
in the mean time to deſtroy one the 
other. So it was the pretence , and 
this fear was put into the people, 
that if the Church of England and 
the Governours thereof were ſuffe. 
red to goe on, PYenient Romani, the | 
Romiſh Religion , or Popery would 
come in : and by this fear or jealouſy 
the People were raiſed againſt their 
ſuperiours, as the people were then 
againſt Chriſt. When as indeed by | 
their pulling down, what formerly 
was well eſtabliſhed, and by deftroy- 
ing 
\ 


\ 
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ing one what the other builds, they 
make fair way for the Roms Religi- 


on, or the Alcoran.,, or Atheiſm to- 


come in over theirRuines,or 

the many breaches made by,ſeverall 
Sets : If the Teares and prayers of 
the obedient Sons of this Church, and 
of thoſe that would live peaceably in 
the Land, doe not prevent it , by a- 
verting Gods juſt wrath and procu- 
ring a reſtauration to this Church, 
that it may be 4 praiſe again upon 
Earth. 

There is hope and comfort in the 
next verſe, Ia. 66.5. to them that 
tremble at the word of the Lord. Towr 
brethren that hated yow, that caſt yow 
eut for my Names ſakg, ſaid. Let the 
Lord be glorified : (bleſſing him for 
the ſucceſſe of their iniquity , or in 
confidence thereof provoking him to 
ſhew his approbation of their Cauſe 
and doings, by his judgements) but 
he ſhall appear (to your joy, and they 

Lal be aſhamed. The firſt Ejettors or 
evellers of our Time (thoſe of the 
Presbyterian way) who ca#F out and 
ſequeltred whom they pleaſed, and 
tooke poſlelſlion , and ſaid Let the 
H 3 Lord 
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Lord be glorified for their ſucceſſe * 
great cauſe have they, (now it ap. 
pears what confuſion follows upon 
their beginnings) t6 be aſhamed of 
what they have done. I pray God 
they may, and lay it ſadly to heart, 
and that all others, who have advan- 
ced upon their or the like Principles, 
may in time conſider it ; and not 
think it enough to ſay, the Lord be 
glorified, becauſe they proſper and 
are become rich, but rather enquire, 
whether that they have done, be as 
to their private advantage and pain, 
ſo to the behoofe of Gods Church 
and the advancement of true Reli- 
Sion; and whether the Lord, to 
whom they have ſo oft appealed (by 
their Faſts and Thanksgivings) can 
indeed own their doings, as making 
for hu glory : certainly the Lord 
muſt deny himſelf, which he will 
not do, if he own Injuſtice, Schiſme, 
and Sacriledge ; Hee forbeares a 
while, and keepes ſilence (for Cauſes 
beſt known to himſelf) and men pro- 
ſpering by thoſe ſins, think he xs ſuch 
a one 44 themſelves, (approving their 
Coings : ) but he will reprove _ 
as 
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and ſet before them what they have 
done ; He will appeare, and they ſhall 
be aſhamed. 
If ſuch conſiderations as theſe, pre- 
vaile not with them , that doe gain Exhort, to 
by the formentioned ſins, yet let Y5**.. 
the word of exhortation take hold fire Purity, 
upon you, all you that have follow- 
ed the Schiſm 5 the pmplicity of your 
hearts : not engaped by any deſign 
of gain or ſelf-intereſt, but only de- 
ceived with the pretence of Parity in 
Gods worſhip, and of ſtri&nrſſe of 
life. Doe not make your ſelves guil- 
ty of other mens ſins ; fins that can« 
not ſtand with Righteouſneſſe, or that 
Charity which the Apoſtle requires 
ſo ſtrictly, 1 Cor. 13, without which 
all your other ſuppoſed Purity, 
Faith or Knowledge, 1« nothing, will 
ſtand you in no ſtead. Confider 
ſadly, how thoſe you follow, have 
led you from the Unity of this your 
Nationall Church, and thereby from 
the profeſlion of Catholick Primi- 
tive Truth : from Obedienee to your 
lawſull Governors and Guides, who 
bore the ſame Office , taught che 


ſame Pocrine, held .the ſame way 
ot 
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which cans 
not be had 
trnly in the 
ſtare of 
Schilme, 


of publick Worſhip, as did thoſe _ 
martyrd Biſhops in Primitive Times, 
as did alſo thoſe other in Queene 
Harie's dayes.:: Hew , I ſay, they 
have led you from this Catholique 
Communion, into & way of which 
(whether Claſlicall or Congregati- 
onall) we ſee the late and irregular 
beginning : it being but the product 
of ſome tumultuary Reformations 
made in France, Geneva, Holland, of 
Scotland, and by thoſe that would 
be contentious here, imitated and vi- 
olently attempted, to the diſturbance 
of this Church, not without the 
Cown-right guilt of Schiſm and Sa- 
criledpe. 

Conſider it ſadly, and do as thoſe 
Confeſſors did, who (being led away 
by the Novation Schiſmaticks under 
like pretence of purity and ſtriftneſs) 
as ſon as they perceived their error, 
confeſſed it, and returned to the U- 
nity of the Catholick Church; as 
SC. Cyprian often relates and pro- 
pouads it as an example and motive 
for Unity. Do you fo, and then 
may you obteine what you pretend 
was your aim and Ccire, Purity and 

righteouſ- 
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righteouſneſſe findeed , which you 
cannot in the way of Schiſme by 
reaſon it holds not a perfe& Rule 
of Righteouſneſs, but ſuch as is ſtri& 
in denying ſmall things, and flying 
appearances of Evill , but large 
in admitting great Offences , tea- 
ching to ſtraive at Gnats , and 
ſwallew Camells', to ſcruple at a 
Rite and Ceremony, but makes 
no bones of Diſobedience, Schiſme, 
Sacriledge, and fo neceſlarily leaves 
your Conſciences ( while ye are in 
that Communion) defiled with your 
partaking in ſuch fſinnes. But re- 
turn into the Unity of this Church, 
and ſhew your | Communion with 
itin the publique worſhip of God, 
Liturgy, and Sacrament : then may 
Jou perfeft Holinſſe in the feare of 
Ged, and with good Conſcience 
peforme all the parts of Purity 
and Righteouſneſſe : And do it, in 
Gods name, according to all the 
Duties he requires of you, and ac- 
cording to all the opportnuities he 
puts into your hands : So will your 
Parity and Righteouſneſſe excee my 
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of the Phariſees ; and as many a4 
walk after this Rule, Peace be on 
them and Mercy, and on the Iſrael 
of God. Amen, 


